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POPULATION 


General  Growth 

The  City  of  Albemarle  has  experienced  a  population  increase 
for  each  decade  over  the  past  sixty  years.   Prior  to  1940 
the  growth  rate  was  small  but  steady;  however,  between  1940 
and  1950  the  population  increased  by  almost  200  per  cent. 
Since  1950  the  growth  rate  has  leveled  off  and  fallen  below 
that  of  both  the  State  and  the  County. 

Age  Group  Trends 

As  a  result  of  out-migration  of  the  young,  productive  age 
groups,  and  the  lack  of  out-mig^-a t ion  by  the  older  age 
groups,  the  population  is  containing  larger  proportions  of 
older  people.   Subsequently,  there  remains  an  increasing 
proportion  of  non-productive  persons  to  be  supported  by  a 
decreasing  productive  age  group. 


The  ratio  of  non-whites  to  the  total  population  has  in- 
creased from  4  per  cent  in  1940  to  12.6  per  cent  in  1960, 
It  is  still  well  below  the  State  figure  of  25,4  per  cent, 


In  the  past  twenty  years  there  has  been  a  larger  propor- 
tion of  females  than  males  in  the  Albemarle  population. 
This  is  partly  due  to  a  greater  tendency  by  males  to  out- 
migrate  . 


Migration  Trends 


Despite  an  increase 
population  in  the  L 
marie  did  not  have 


in  population  Albemarle  actually  lost 
st  decade.  This  is  to  say  that  Albe- 
s  many  people  in  1960  as  it  would  hav< 


had  if  out-migration  had  not  occurred  from  1950  to  1960. 
As  a  result,  the  City  lost  1,857  persons. 


Migration  by  Age  and  Sex 

Both  Albemarle  and  Stanly  County  lost  males  and  females 

in  almost  every  age  group  from  1950  to  1960.   The  largest 

migration  occurred  in  the  young,  productive  age  groups  -- 
15  to  34  years  old. 


Income  levels  in  Albemarle  are  improving,  but  are  yet  some- 
what below  Urban  United  States  and  Urban  North  Carolina. 
Moreover,  there  are  more  people  in  lower  income  brackets 
and  fewer  people  in  high  income  brackets  than  in  Urban  North 
Carolina  or  Urban  United  States.   Median  family  income  for 
Albemarle  was  $4,554,  as  compared  with  $4j843  for  Urban 
North  Carolina  and  $6,166  for  Urban  United  States. 

Income  Distribution 

Income  in  Albemarle  is  more  evenly  distributed  than  in  Urban 
United  States  or  Urban  North  Carolina.,   This  indicates  that 
income  is  not  concentrated  in  the  hands  of  a  few  and  is 
highly  significant  in  that  this  situation  is  conducive  to 
economic  growth  and  prosperity. 

Educat  ion 


A  comparison  of  educational  levels  in  Albemarle  with  those 
of  Urban  United  States  and  Urban  North  Carolina  shows  that 
Albemarle  adults  are  not  as  well  educated.   Sixty-six  per 
cent  of  the  adults  in  Albemarle  and  71  per  cent  of  the 
adults  in  Stanly  County  do  not  have  a  high  school  education, 
One  reason  for  this  may  be  out-migration  of  many  of  the 
better  e  duca  ted . 


Twenty-two  per  cent  of  Albemarle's  dwelling  units  are  classi- 
fied as  substandard  (as  defined  by  the  United  States  Census, 
based  on  condition  of  unit  and  plumbing  facilities).   Upon 
comparison,  this  is  less  than  Stanly  County,  the  State  and 
Urban  North  Carolina. 

New  Residential  Construction 

From  1950  to  1960  new  residential  construction  in  Albemarle 
increased,  but  at  a  decreasing  rate.   In  contrast,  residen- 
tial construction  in  Stanly  County  increased  at  an  increasing 
rate  . 


Basic  and  Non-Basic  Employment 

Basic  industries  may  be  considered  as  those  industries  which 
export  their  goods  or  services  and  bring  in  "new"  income  to 
the  city«   Non-basic  activity  (much  of  the  trades  and  services) 
may  be  considered  as  employment  which  is  created  by  and  depen- 
dent upon  the  basic  industries.   As  a  general  rule,  non-basic 
industries  do  not  export  and  do  not  bring  in  new  money  to  the 
city. 

Using  a  formula  which  yields  the  number  of  basic  and  non- 
basic  workers,  in  1960  Albemarle  had  2,013  basic  workers 
and  3,263  non-basic  workers.   Three  industries  --  textile 
manufacturing,  furniture^  lumber  and  wood  products  manufac- 
turing, and  private  household  work)  were  the  only  three  basic 
industries  of  Albemarle,   However,  textile  manufacturing 
accounted  for  96o5  per  cent  of  the  total  number  of  basic 
wor ker  s  . 

The  Multiplier  Effect 

On  the  basis  of  the  1960  population  and  the  number  of  basic 
and  non-basic  workers,  it  may  be  assumed  that  each  basic 
worker  created  and  was  supporting  1.62  non-basic  workero  In 
turn,  these  two  were  supporting  6.09  persons. 

Diversification  and  Specialization 

Again  applying  a  formula  which  gives  an  index  of  local 
specialization  (index  of  1.00  =  average  specialization),  an 
idea  of  the  Importance  of  industries  to  Albemarle  relative 
to  the  importance  of  these  industries  to  the  State  or  nation 
may  be  obtained. 


In  1960,  when  comparing  Albemarle  with  the  United  States, 
the  City  specialized  overwhelmingly  in  textile  manufacturing 
(index  =  25.87).   This  indicates  a  lack  of  diversification 
with  all  the  accompanying  problems  inherent  in  such  a  situ- 
ation.  There  are  industries  in  Albemarle,  however,  that  are 
approaching  average  specialization  which  indicates  these 
industries  do  have  growth  potential  in  the  City  of  Albemarle. 
These  are: 

primary  metals  manufacturing 
food  and  kindred  products  manufacturing 
--   apparel  and  other  fabricated  textile  manufacturing 
furniture,  lumber  and  wood  products  manufacturing 
wholesale  trade 
retail  trade 


finance,  insurance  and  real  estate 
private  household  services 

other  personal  services,  entertainment  and 
recreat  ion 

—  e  ducat  i  on 

—  hospitals 

public  administration 

The  above  list  includes  those  industries  of  Albemarle  that 
do  not  have  growth  potential  relative  to  North  Carolina 
and  the  United  States.   Certainly,  not  all  are  totally 
desirable,  but  if  the  City  wishes  to  diversify  and  attract 
new  activity  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  each 
industry  will  have  to  be  weighed  and  balanced  in  relation 
to  the  total  local  economy. 

Stability  of  the  Economy 

Lack  of  diversification  in  Albemarle  certainly  implies  a 
lack  of  stability.   In  addition  to  this,  the  total  employed 
decreased  5.3  per  cent  in  the  last  decade.   Declines  in 
total  manufacturing  employment  (primarily  textiles)j 
construction,  transportation,  commerce  and  personal  services 
all  contributed  to  the  total  employment  decline. 

Another  method  of  measuring  stability  is  to  observe  the 
sensitivity  of  local  industries  to  changes  in  levels  of 
national  income.   Approximately  45  per  cent  of  the  total 
employed  in  Albemarle  are  working  in  industries  that  are 
markedly  sensitive  to  outside  economic  forces.   About  3 
per  cent  are  employed  in  industries  that  are  highly  sensi- 
tive.  It  must,  therefore,  be  concluded  that  the  economy  of 
Albemarle  is  not  particularly  a  stable  one. 

Manuf actur  ing 

It  was  previously  mentioned  that   Albemarle  is  heavily 
dependent  upon  textile  manufacturing  for  her  livelihood. 
In  the  last  decade  textile  employment  decreased  by  about 
22  per  cent  nationally.   The  textile  industries  in  Albe- 
marle followed  this  same  declining  trend.   Due  mostly  to 
automation,  employment  in  textiles  will  probably  continue 
to  decrease.   It  is  true  that  the  industry  may  be  more 
productive,  but  this  does  not  rectify  local  employment 
problems.   An  effort  should  be  made  to  attract  industries 
that  are  high  growth,  have  adequate  wages  and  employ  men. 
These  should  also  have  some  element  of  employment  stability. 


Trends  in  total  manufacturing  activity  for  Albemarle  do 
not  look  particularly  bright.   According  to  the  Census, 
from  1954  to  1958,  Albemarle  experienced  decreases  in 
the  number  of  manufacturing  establishments,  number  of 
employees  and  number  of  production  workerso 

Retail  Trade 

Sales,  annual  payrolls  and  the  number  of  employees  in- 
creased from  1954  to  1958  in  Albemarle^  however,  the 
number  of  establishments  decreasedo   In  contrast,  Stanly 
County  (excluding  Albemarle)  experienced  an  increase  in 
all  four  aspects  of  retail  trade  and  at  a  much  higher 
r  a  te  e 

Albemarle  retail  sales  as  a  per  cent  of  total  Stanly 
County  sales  decreased  by  8  per  cent  from  1954  to  1958s 
This  is  probably  due  to  an  increase  in  retail  activity 
in  the  County  rather  than  decline  in  Albemarle  trades* 
In  fact,  Albemarle  serves  a  large  trading  area  and 
actually  receives  $10,683,550  more  a  year  than  expected 
if  the  State  ratio  of  retail  sales  to  personal  income  is 
appl ied . 

Service  Trades 

The  number  of  service  establishments,  annual  payrolls, 
sales  and  the  number  of  employees  all  increased  from  1954 
to  1958;  however,  the  rate  of  increase  in  all  four  areas 
was  much  greater  in  Stanly  County, 

Wholesale  Trades 

From  1954  to  1958  the  number  of  wholesale  establishments 
in  Albemarle  increased  by  5  per  cent  --  as  compared  with 
a  180  per  cent  increase  for  Stanly  County  (excluding 
Albemarle)o   There  are  still  more  establishments  and  more 
sales  in  Albemarle,  but  larger  payrolls  and  more  employees 
in  the  County. 

Agricultural  Trends  -  Stanly  County 

The  number  of  farm  operators,  farm  acreage  and  the  number 
of  farm  units  are  decreasing,  but  the  remaining  farms  are 
larger,  more  efficient,  more  mechanized  and  more  productive 
While  agriculture,  as  a  source  of  employment,  decreased  in 
importance,  it  is  still  very  important  as  an  economic 
factor.   From  1954  to  1959,  the  total  dollar  value  of  all 
farm  products  sold  increased  by  63.9  per  cents 


THE  LABOR  FORCE 


Age  and  Sex  Characteristics 

Due  primarily  to  out-migration  patterns,  the  existing 
labor  force  is  not  a  particularly  young  one „   In  1960, 
36  per  cent  of  the  males  and  33  per  cent  of  the  females 
were  45  years  of  age  and  overo   As  a  general  rule,  a 
young  labor  force  indicates  vitality  and  the  ability 
to  learn  easier  --  especially  new  skillso 

About  41  per  cent  of  the  Albemarle  labor  force  are  women 
as  opposed  to  36  per  cent  for  Stanly  County.   Alsoj,  of 
the  total  females  14  years  of  age  and  over  in  Albemarle, 
48  per  cent  are  in  the  labor  force,  which  is  a  higher 
percentage  than  the  State,  Urban  places  in  North  Carolina 
and  Stanly  County»   In  addition,  67  per  cent  of  the 
female  labor  force  are  married  women  and  17  per  cent 
have  children  less  than  six  years  of  age.   This  indicates 
that  many  women  work  to  supplement  family  incomeo 

Worker  Availability 

According  to  the  Employment  Security  Commission  of 
North  Carolina  there  are  2,295  available  production- 
type  workers  within  a  twenty  mile  recruiting  radius  of 
Albemarle.   The  largest  portion  of  this  total  (1,660) 
is  trainable  for  jobs  demanding  skilled  development  and 
about  640  of  these  are  women.   There  are  only  80  skilled 
workers,  75  of  whom  are  men,  and  555  semi-skilled  workers 
310  of  whom  are  women.   Most  of  this  skilled  and  semi- 
skilled labor,  however,  is  geared  to  the  textile  industry 

Out-Commuting  Patterns 

About  16  per  cent  of  the  Stanly  County  workers  go  outside 
the   County  to  their  jobs  as  opposed  to  only  6  per  cent 
for  Albemarle.   Most  of  the  County  workers  commute  to 
Cabarrus  and  Mecklenburg  Counties,  but  most  of  the  Albe- 
marle workers  commute  to  Mecklenburg  and  Montgomery 
C  ount  ie  s  o 

Trades  of  Occupational  Groups  in  the  Labor  Force 

The  occupational  structure  of  the  Albemarle  labor  force 
has  shifted  somewhat  in  the  last  decade.   For  males  there 
was  a  smaller  proportion  of  skilled  and  semi-skilled 
workers  in  1960  than  in  1950.   Other  male  occupational 
groups  increased  in  relation  to  the  total. 


The  female  occupational  make-up  has  tended  toward  a 
proportionate  decrease  in  semi-skilled  workers  but  with 
a  larger  distribution  of  unskilledg  cleiical  and  salesp 
and  pr  of  ess  ional  J)  managerial  and  proprietary  groups. 

Employment  Patterns 

The  number  of  employed  males  in  Albemarle  decreased  by 
7.3  per  cent  in  the  last  decadeo   For  females  this 
figure  was  a  decrease  of  ol  per  cent. 

The  number  of  employed  males  in  Stanly  County  increased 
only  ol9  per  cent  from  1950  to  1960  --  whereas  for 
females  this  increase  was  .34  per  centj,  indicating  that 
employment  is  being  provided  not  for  breadwinner s 5  but 
in  a  great  many  cases  for  their  wives. 

Unempl oyment 

Much  of  the  unemployment  in  Albemarle  is  undoubtedly 
seasonal  in  natureo   However^  the  Census  indicates  that 
for  most  occupational  groups  the  per  cent  unemployed  in 
Albemarle  was  higher  in  1960  than  in  North  Carolina<, 
urban  places  in  North  Carolina  and  Stanly  County. 


INTRODUCTION 

This  report  is  one  of  a  series  of  studies  to  be  prepared 
by  the  Albemarle  Planning  Boardj  with  technical  assistance  from 
the  Division  of  Community  Planning;,  Department  of  Conservation 
and  Developmento   All  material  usedp  unless  otherwise  desig- 
nated, is  taken  from  the  published  and  unpublished  reports  of 
the  United  States  Census, 

The  population  and  economic  analysis  is  a  necessary  element 
preceding  the  overall  planning  programo   The  purpose  is  to  bring 
to  light  and  evaluate  trends  relevant  to  future  development  of 
the  town,  with  emphasis  placed  upon  factors  that  would  contri- 
bute to  the  socials  economic,  and  political  well-being  of  the 
citizens  residing  therein.   Actually,  a  town  is  nothing  more 
than  a  reflection  of  its  citizenry  and  their  activitiesj  and 
in  order  to  plan  for  a  town,  the  population  and  economy  must 
be  thoroughly  analyzed  to  see  what  makes  it  work. 

The  first  section  of  this  report  is  an  analysis  of  the 
quantitative  and  qualitative  aspects  of  Albemarle's  past  and 
present  populations  and  involves  a  discussion  of  such  topics 
as  migration,  age,  sex,  race  composition,  income  levels,  edu- 
cation, and  housing,  as  well  as  detailed  population  projections 
for  1970  and  1980,   The  second  section  involves  a  study  of  the 
various  economic  factors  which  together  determine  the  economic 
well-being  of  the  community,  including  employment,  potential 
worker  availability,  the  labor  force,  agriculture,  commerce, 
and  industrial  stability  and  diversification.   It  is  hoped 
this  report  will  provide  a  solid  foundation  upon  which  to  con- 
struct a  comprehensive  planning  program  and  will  be  of  value 
to  city  officials,  local  organizations,  and  the  citizens  of 
A Ibemar le , 
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GENERAL  GROWTH 

The  City  of  Albemarle  has  experienced  an  increase  in  popu- 
lation for  each  decade  during  the  past  sixty  yearso   Until  1940 
the  rate  of  growth  was  steady^  but  relatively  small;  however;, 
between  1940  and  1950  the  population  increased  in  size  by  almost 
200  per  cento   This  high  rate  of  increase  in  the  1940  to  1950 
period  is  attributable  to  the  annexation  of  parts  of  North  and 
South  Albemarle  Townships  to  Albemarle  City  m  1947o   With  the 
exception  of  the  1910  to  1920  periodj,  the  rate  of  population 
increase  for  Albemarle  ha?  been  greater  than  that  of  the  County 
and  the  Stateo   This  trend  continues  until  the  1950  to  1960 
period,  at  which  time  the  growth  rate  begins  leveling  off  and 
falling  below  that  of  the  State  ar.d  the  Countyc   This  decline 
in  growth  rate  during  the  1950  to  1960  period  did  not  result 
in  a  reduction  of  population;  however^,  the  population  increased 
at  a  decreasing  rateo   Actually^,  as  shall  be  shown  later^  Albe- 
marle lost  population  during  the  last  decade  because  of  out- 
migration. 

Stanly  County  also  experienced  population  increases  in 
each  decade  for  the  past  sixty  yearso   The  largest  growth  rate 
was  achieved  in  the  1910  to  1920  period^  andj  following  a  de- 
creasing rate  between  1920  and  1940^  a  slight  increase  was  made 
for  the  1940  to  1950  periodo   In  the  last  decade  the  County 
again  experienced  an  increase,  butj  as  was  true  with  Albemarlej 
the  population  increased  at  a  decreasing  rate. 

North  and  South  Albemarle  Townships^  despite  annexations 
by  Albemarlec,  have  continued  to  experience  population  increases 
for  each  decade  over  the  last  sixty  yearso   From  1900  to  1920 
the  rate  of  increase  was  greater  than  that  of  Albemarle  City, 
from  1920  to  1950  the  rate  was  less,,  and  from  1950  to  1960  the 
rate  was  again  greater.   This  tends  to  indicate  that  Albemarle 
and  surrounding  townships,  in  keeping  with  national  trends,  are 
experiencing  the  effects  of  the  suburban  movements 


POPULATION  TRENDS  BY  DECADES 

Albemarle,  Stanly  County, 
North  and  South  Albemarle  Townships  and  North  Carolln; 


Albemar le 

Stanly 
County 

North 
Carol  ina 

North 
and  South 
Albemarle 
Townships 

1900  Population 

1,382 

15,220 

1,893,810 

4,274 

1910  Population 
Percent  Change 

2,116* 
53,1 

19,909 
30.8 

2,206,287 
16.5 

6,886* 
61,1 

1920  Population 
Percent  Change 

2,691 
27,2 

27,429 
37,8 

2,559,123 
30.0 

12,639 
83,5 

1930  Population 
Percent  Change 

3,493 
29,8 

30,216 
10,2 

3,170,276 
23.9 

14,727 
16,5 

1940  Population 
Percent  Change 

4,060 
16,2 

32,834 
8,7 

3,571,623 
12.7 

16,118 
9,4 

1950  Population 
Percent  Change 

11,798** 
190.6 

37,130 
13,1 

4,061,929 
13.7 

18,857 
17,0 

1960  Population 
Percent  Change 

12,261*** 
3.9 

40,873 
10,1 

4,556,155 
12.2 

20,197 
7ol 

*1910-1920    Total  for  1910  includes  population  (6,886) 
of  Albemarle  Township,  parts  taken  to  form 
North  and  South  Albemarle  Townships,  and 
parts  taken,  together  with  parts  of  Almond 
and  Big  Lick  Townships,  to  form  Endy  Township, 
since  1910, 

**194o_1950    Parts  of  North  Albemarle  and  South  Albemarle 
Townships  annexed  to  Albemarle  Town  in  1947, 

***1950-1960    Part  of  South  Albemarle  Township  annexed  to 
Albemarle  Town, 
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COMPOSITION  OF  THE  POPULATION 

For  planning  purposes  it  is  not  enough  to  know  only  the 
total  number  of  inhabitants  residing  within  a  communityj  it  is 
also  necessary  that  the  kind  of  people  comprising  the  popula- 
tion be  determined  as  well,   A  thorough  knowledge  of  the  present 
economic  and  social  structure  will  aid  future  planning  and 
facilitate  the  accomplishment  of  the  desired  goals. 

Race 

The  total  non-white  population  of  Albemarle  has  increas&d 
for  each  decade  since  1940,  at  which  time  it  accounted  for 
four  per  cent  of  the  total  population.   In  1950,  10.6  per  cent 
of  the  total  was  non-white,  and  by  1960  the  percentage  had 
risen  to  12,6,   While  it  is  true  that  the  percentage  of  non- 
white  population  has  increased  considerably  over  that  of  1940» 
it  is  yet  rather  small  when  compared  to  the  State's  25,4  per 
cent.   For  this  reason  there  will  be  no  attempt  to  give  a 
separate  breakdown  by  race  in  the  remaining  data. 


It  is  significant  to,  note  that  for  the  last  two  decades 
women  have  outnumbered  men.   Although  the  total  number  of  males 
and  females  has  been  increasing,  the  percentage  of  each  in 
relation  to  total  population  has  fluctuated  very  little. 

In  the  younger  age  groups  the  proportion  is  not  so  pro- 
nounced, and  indeed,  it  is  often  reversed.   Among  the  working- 
age  groups  and  the  older  age  groups,  there  is  a  predominance 
of  females  in  practically  every  case,   (See  Table  2), 

There  are  two  factors,  other  than  the  possibility  of  an 
excess  of  female  over  male  births  which  may  account  for  this 
trend!   (1)  as  a  rule,  women  tend  to  live  longer  than  men,  and 
(2)  men  are  more  mobile  than  women  and  subsequently  are  more 
inclined  to  go  elsewhere  in  search  of  better  economic  opportunity, 


TABLE  2     DETAILED  POPULATION  CHARACTERISTICS 


Albemarle  ^ 

North  C 

arol ina 

1940 

1950 

1960 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

0  - 

4 

112 

141 

633 

640 

639 

570 

5  - 

9 

154 

147 

530 

510 

590 

580 

10  - 

14 

177 

159 

433 

414 

615 

575 

15  - 

19 

189 

257 

453 

464 

430 

478 

20  - 

24 

240 

287 

482 

558 

313 

364 

25  - 

29 

222 

222 

516 

608 

364 

392 

30  - 

34 

158 

211 

525 

570 

408 

459 

35  - 

39 

139 

157 

493 

518 

447 

510 

40  - 

44 

132 

157 

408 

468 

416 

486 

45  - 

49 

121 

117 

281 

363 

417 

455 

50  - 

54 

88 

85 

267 

298 

328 

399 

55  - 

59 

13 

84 

208 

212 

259 

351 

60  - 

64 

42 

47 

157 

187 

221 

270 

65  - 

69 

33 

40 

133 

175 

158 

196 

70  - 

74 

13 

15 

66 

76 

93 

176 

75  - 

84 

18 

23 

142 

77 

92 

162 

85+ 

— 

~ 

10 

4 

17 

31 

TABLE  3  POPULATION  PERCENTAGES  BY  SEX 


1940         1950        1960 


Male  47.1         47,9        47.4 

Female  52.9         52.1        52.6 


AGE    GROUPS    IN     THE    POPULATION     BY   SEX 


ALBEMARLE       AND      URBAN 
NORTH       CAROLINA 
1940  -   1950  -  I960 


MALE 


FEMALE 


'/o      6  4  2  0  2  4  6  8% 

URBAN      NORTH      CAROLINA 


I  94  0 


1950 


I960 
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Over  the  past  two  decades  the  group  structure  of  Albe- 
marle ^s  population  has  been  in  a  noticeable  state  of  flux. 
Chart  1  illustrates  these  trends  and  compares  them  with  those 
of  Urban  North  Garolinao   One  readily  notes  a  general  trend 
for  both  sexes  toward  an  increase  in  the  proportion  of  younger 
(excepting  the  10  to  14  age  group  in  1950)  and  older  age  groups, 
while  at  the  same  time  noting  a  corresponding  decline  in  the 
proportion  of  those  in  the  productive  age  groupso   The  increased 
proportion  of  those  in  the  younger  and  older  groups  may  pri- 
marily be  attributed  to  improvement  in  the  field  of  health  and 
medicineo   There  are  fewer  infant  mortalities  and  people  are 
living  longero   Also  to  be  considered  in  regard  to  the  younger 
age  group  is  the  increased  birth  rate,  particularly  the  post- 
war baby  boom.   The  percentage  loss  of  those  between  the  ages 
of  15  and  30  indicates  an  out-migration  of  those  persons  con- 
stituting the  most  productive  age  groupso   This  further  indi- 
cates that  Albemarle  lacks  sufficient  economic  and  employment 
opportunity  to  hold  these  persons  in  their  home  communityt.   A 
comprehensive  explanation  of  the  above  factSj,  along  with  a  dis- 
cussion of  future  population  trends  and  the  resulting  ramifi- 
cationsp  is  presented  in  a  later  section^ 


MIGRATION 

General  Trends 

The  method  used  to  analyze  migration  trends  for  a  given 
locale  is  to  add  the  natural  increase  in  population  (births 
minus  deaths)  during  the  decade  to  the  population  of  the  base 
period,  the  resulting  sum  being  the  expected  population  for 
the  following  decade.   If  the  actual  population  is  greater 
than  the  expected  population,  in-migration  has  occurred;  but, 
if  the  actual  population  is  less  than  the  expected  population, 
out-migration  has  taken  place<, 
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MIGRATION  TRENDS  FOR  ALBEMARLE 
1950  -  1960 


A Ibemar  le 


1950  Population 

Natural  population  increase 
during  decade 

Expected  1960  population 

Actual  1960  population 

Population  loss  for  migration 

Natural  population  increase: 

Total  births  less  total  deaths 


11,798 

2,320 
14,118 
12,261 

1,857 

3,324    -    1,004    =    2,320 


Table  4  shows  that  during  the  last  decade  Albemarle 
had  a  natural  increase  in  population  of  2,320  persons.   This, 
when  added  to  the  base  of  1950,  gives  an  expected  1960  popu- 
lation of  14,118  persons.   In  reality,  the  actual  1960  popu- 
lation was  12,261,  or  1,857  less  than  was  expected,  indicating 
an  out-migration  of  1,857  persons.   Generally,  the  same  trend 
is  occurring  in  the  County. 

While  no  one  factor  is  solely  responsible  for  this  con- 
dition, one  may  reasonably  assume  that  agricultural  displace- 
ment, military  service,  lack  of  housing,  insufficient  economic 
opportunity,  and  the  promise  of  a  brighter  future  in  surrounding 
metropolitan  areas  constitute  the  main  factors  responsible  for 
this  trend, 

Out-Migration  by  Age  and  Sejc 

It  is  not  enough  to  merely  know  that  out-migration  has 
occurred.   On  the  contrary,  it  is  extremely  important  to  observe 
the  age  and  sex  composition  of  those  persons  constituting  the 
exodus. 
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This  may  be  accomplished  by  observing  the  number  of  persons 
present  in  a  particular  age  group  for  a  base  year  and  then  ob- 
serving how  many  of  these  persons  are  still  present  ten  years 
hence.   For  example,  in  Albemarle  there  were  530  males  present 
in  the  5  to  9  age  group  in  1950o   In  1960  these  persons  were 
in  the  15  to  19  age  group;  howeverj  there  were  only  430  persons 
present,  indicating  a  population  loss  of  100  persons  between 
1950  and  1960,   Since  few  deaths  occur  in  this  age  group  it 
must  be  assumed  that  the  vast  majority  out-migr a te d o 

Albemarle  and  Stanly  County 

Chart  2  illustrates  that  for  all  age  groups,  both  male  and 
female,  up  to  the  age  of  45,  excepting  males  under  age  5  for 
Stanly  County,  out-migration  has  taken  placeo   Unfortunately, 
this  trend  is  especially  prevalent  among  those  in  the  young 
working  ages.   This  is  indeed  regrettable,  for  those  groups 
are  generally  society's  most  productive  and  be s t-e duca te d o  In 
other  words,  those  individuals,  upon  whom  community  growth  and 
development  depends  primarily,  are  leaving  in  search  of  better 
economic  opportunity.   This  unfortunate  trend  can  be  expected 
to  continue  until  Albemarle  offers  these  persons  better  employ- 
ment opportunity.. 

Before  passing  to  another  topic,  it  would  be  wise  to  empha- 
size that  out-migration  does  not  necessarily  indicate  a  loss  of 
population.   Indeed,  in  both  Albemarle  and  Stanly  County,  gains 
in  population  have  occurred.   It  simply  indicates  that  the  popu- 
lation is  not  as  large  as  it  would  have  been  had  this  out- 
migration  not  taken  place. 


NET     MIGRATION  ,  1950-1960 

ALBEMARLE  AND  STANLY  COUNTY 


MIGRATION 
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INCOME,  EDUCATION,  AND  HOUSING 

The  following  section  is  concerned  with  some  of  the  quali- 
tative aspects  of  the  Albemarle  populationo   Income ^  education, 
and  housing  --  three  closely  interrelated  factors  --  are  primarily 
responsible  for  the  style  and  standard  of  living  enjoyed  by  the 
citizens  residing  within  any  communitye   As  suchj  they  should  be 
thoroughly  explored  in  order  to  achieve  an  accurate  analysis  of 
the  community  in  questiono   If  a  community  is  to  solve  its  prob- 
lems it  must  first  recognize  and  be  made  aware  of  their  existencco 

Income 

Albemarle  Income  in  1949 

Table  5  shows  that  in  1949,  16ol  per  cent  of  the 
families  residing  in  Albemarle  subsisted  on  an  annual 
income  of  $1,000  or  less.   Moreover,  50o2  per  cent  had 
incomes  below  $3,000, 

In  Stanly  County  8,8  per  cent  had  family  incomes 
of  $1,000  or  less,  and  55o6  per  cent  subsisted  on  an 
annual  income  of  less  than  $3,000.   Compared  with  Urban 
North  Carolina,  Stanly  County  had  a  smaller  percentage 
subsisting  on  annual  incomes  of  $1,000  or  less,  but  a 
larger  percentage  subsisting  on  less  than  $3,000o   A 
comparison  of  median  family  income  shows  that  Albemarle 
with  $2,884  and  Urban  North  Carolina  with  $2^823  were 
almost  the  same;  Stanly  County  with  $2,301  was  well 
below  bothe 

Albemarle  Income  in  1959 

Between  1949  and  1959  improvement  was  made  in  all 
areas.   The  percentage  of  families  with  annual  incomes 
of  $1,000  or  less  had  dropped  to  3o8  per  cent  in  both 
Urban  United  States  and  Albemarle;  however,  only  slight 
improvement  was  made  in  Stanly  County  where  the  per- 
centage dropped  to  7o6  per  cento   By  1959  the  percentage 
of  families  in  both  Albemarle  and  Stanly  County  with 
annual  incomes  less  than  $3,000  had  fallen  well  below 
the  50  per  cent  mark.   One  readily  notes  that  fewer 
families  were  having  to  subsist  on  inadequate  incomes. 
Yet,  Albemarle,  with  24„5  per  cent,  and  Stanly  County 
with  30  per  cent,  lag  far  behind  Urban  United  States 
with  16.4  per  cent. 
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TABLE  5        FAMILY  INCOME  DISTRIBUTION  FOR  ALBEMARLE, 

STANLY  COUNTY,  AND  URBAN  NORTH  CAROLINA.  1949 


Urban 

North  Carolina 

Stanly  C  ounty 

Albemarle 

Per  Cent 

Per  Cent 

Per  Cent 

Income 

Number 

Total 

Number 

Total 

Number 

Total 

Level 

Famil ies 

Families 

Families 

Familie  s 

Famil ies 

Fami 1 ies 

Under 

$1 

000 

42,545 

1  2  o  4 

1,535 

8o8 

285 

16,1 

IsOOO 

to 

1,999 

61,810 

17o9 

2,060 

21o5 

585 

12,0 

2s,000 

to 

2,999 

71,505 

20  o  8 

2,420 

25o3 

695 

22ol 

3^000 

to 

3p999 

55,960 

16„2 

1,465 

15o2 

600 

18o8 

4,000 

to 

4,999 

38,495 

llo2 

695 

7  =  3 

345 

10,7 

5,000 

to 

5,999 

23,250 

6o8 

390 

4,0 

250 

7o7 

6,000 

to 

6,999 

12,195 

3c5 

185 

10o2 

105 

3o2 

7jOOO 

to 

9,999 

13,060 

3o8 

140 

K3 

80 

2o4 

^0,000 

and  over 

10,285 

3c0 

7  5 

c7 

60 

1,8 

Income 

not 

report 

ed 

Fami 1 ie  s 

15,165 

4»4 

560 

5o7 

170 

5,2 

Total 

344,270 

lOOoO 

9,52  5 

lOOoO 

3 

,175 

lOOoO 

Mediar 

Family 

Income 

2,823 

2  .,301 

2 

,884 

TABLE  6       FAMILY  INCOME  DISTRIBUTION  FOR  ALBEMARLE, 

STANLY  COUNTY,  AND  URBAN  UNITED  STATES,  1959 


Urban 

United  States 

Stanly  County 

Albemarle 

Per  Cent 

Per  Cent 

Per  Cent 

Income 

Number 

Total 

Number 

Total 

Number 

Total 

Level 

Families 

Families 

Families 

Families 

Famil ies 

Families 

Under 

$1 

000 

1,202,373 

3o8 

807 

7,6 

137 

3,8 

1,000 

to 

1,999 

1,798,272 

5,6 

862 

8,1 

248 

7,4 

2,000 

to 

2,999 

2,227,005 

7,0 

1,523 

14,3 

448 

13,3 

3,000 

to 

3,999 

2,718,425 

8,5 

1,765 

15,5 

566 

16,9 

4,000 

to 

4,999 

3,367^747 

10o5 

1.572 

14,7 

514 

15,2 

5,000 

to 

5,999 

4,045,935 

12,7 

1,406 

13,2 

461 

13,8 

6,000 

r  o 

6,999 

3,673,332 

11,5 

1,116 

10,4 

365 

10,9 

7,000 

to 

9,999 

7,229,183 

22,6 

1,139 

10,7 

399 

11,9 

10,000 

and  over 

5,677,770 

17o8 

470 

4,4 

229 

6,8 

Income 

not 

reported 

Total  Families 

Median 

— 

— 

__ 

~~ 

~~ 

31,940,042 

100,0 

10,660 

lOOoO 

3 

,367 

100,0 

Family  Income 

6^166 

4,23  7 

4 

,554 
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Albemarle's  median  family  incomej  while  far  below 
that  of  Urban  United  States-,  wa  s  5  howeverj,  somewhat  higher 
than  that  of  Stanly  Countyo   During  the  last  decade  both 
Albemarle  and  Stanly  County  made  substantial  gains;  how- 
everj, much  improvement  is  yet  needed  before  achieving  a 
median  family  income  comparable  to  that  of  Urban  United 
Stateso 


Income  Distribution 

Measures  of  Income 


There  are  three  methods  commonly  used  to  measure 
income  of  a  given  areao   They  are: 

Mean  Family  Incomeo  The  total  income  of  all 
families  divided  by  the  total  number  of 
f ami  1 ie  s  o 

Median  Family  Incomeo   The  point  at  which  half 

the  families  had  more  and  half  the  families 
had  less  incomeo 

Per  Capita  Income«   The  total  income  of  all 
families  and  individuals  divided  by  the 
total  populations 

Chart  3  illustrates  the  above  income  measures  for 
Albemarle  and  other  selected  areaso   The  mean  family 
income  of  Albemarle  is  below  Urban  North  Carolina  and 
well  below  Urban  United  States;  but,  as  is  usually  the 
case  with  an  urban  area^  is  above  that  of  the  County  and 
surrounding  townships, 

Similarlyj,  as  is  the  case  with  mean  family  incomej, 
Albemarle's  per  capita  income  is  also  below  that  of  Urban 
United  States  and  Urban  North  Carolina,  while  above  that 
of  Stanly  County  and  surrounding  townshipso 

One  method  of  determining  income  distribution  is  to 
note  the  span  existing  between  mean  and  median  incomeo 
A  wide  span  indicates  an  uneven  distribution  in  which  a 
large  amount  of  income  is  concentrated  in  the  hands  of 
a  few.   In  contrast^  the  smaller  the  gap  the  more  equal 
the  distribution  of  wealths   This  is  extremely  importantj, 
for  those  with  high  incomes  often  have  a  low  propensity 
for  consumption  and  subsequently  have  their  capital  tied 
up  in  outside  interests  and  activities^   On  the  other 
hand,  those  with  low  or  average  incomes  tend  toward  a 
high  propensity  to  consume  thereby  affording  a  rapid 
circulation  of  income  which  results  in  increased  economic 
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960-INCOME   MEASURES    FOR 
ALBEMARLE    AND 


URBAN       U.S. 

URBAN       N.C. 

SOUTH     ALBEMARLE      TWP. 

NORTH     ALBEMARLE      TWP. 

STANLEY      COUNTY 


\^ 


URBAN 
U.S. 


URBAN         ALBEMARLE  SOUTH  NORTH  STANLEY 

N.C.  ALBEMARLE     ALBEMARLE        COUNTY 

TWP.  TWP. 

(    EXCL.      ALBEMARLE   ) 
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activity  and  prosperity  for  the  community  in  question. 
One  readily  notes  the  necessity  and  desirability  of  a 
close  correlation  between  mean  and  median  income. 

By  comparison,  Albemarle's  income  is  fairly  evenly 
distributed*   Chart  3  shows  income  in  Albemarle  to  be 
more  equally  distributed  than  that  of  Urban  United  States 
and  Urban  North  Carolina  but  less  equally  distributed 
than  Stanly  County  and  surrounding  townships. 

E ducat  ion 

It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  modern-day  society  is  in  the 
midst  of  a  complex  technological  revolution  —  a  revolution 
which  is  rapidly  changing  the  entire  composition  of  the  American 
labor  force.   The  unskilled  and  uneducated  are  finding  them- 
selves replaced  by  machines,  increased  automation,  and  skilled 
workers.   This  trend  will  continue  at  an  accelerated  rate  and 
society  must,  if  it  is  to  progress,  adapt  to  and  meet  the 
demands  made  upon  it  by  this  change.   In  fact,  education  is  no 
longer  a  luxury  but  a  dire  necessity. 

What  does  all  of  this  mean  to  the  individual  community? 
Simply  this:  the  higher  its  educational  attainments,  the  better 
its  chances  are  for  growth  and  prosperitjo  An  educated  person 
is  not  only  a  more  productive  worker  but  a  better  citizen  as 
well.  It  is  an  unequivocal  fact  that  educational  levels  are 
one  of  the  major  factors  considered  by  industry  when  seeking 
new  locations  for  plant  construction. 

How  does  Albemarle's  citizenry  measure  up  with  other 
selected  areas  in  this  respect?   As  shown  on  Table  7,  the  medi- 
an school  years  completed  by  persons  25  years  old  and  older  is 
9.3  which  indicates  that  the  adults  of  Albemarle  are  not  as 
well-educated  as  those  of  Urban  United  States  and  Urban  North 
Carolina  but  are  somewhat  better  educated  than  those  of  Stanly 
County.   One  also  notes  that  only  34  per  cent  of  Albemarle's 
adult  po|)ulation  (those  aged  25  and  older)  have  completed  high 
school.   This  is  opposed  to  44.2  per  cent  for  Urban  United 
States  and  40«7  per  cent  for  Urban  North  Carolina.   In  Stanly 
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County  the  situation  is  still  more  acute  where  only  29.0  per 
cent  have  completed  high  school. 


TABLE  7     EDUCATIONAL  ATTAINMENT  OF  PERSONS  25  YEARS  AND  OLDER 
ALBEMARLE  AND  SELECTED  AREAS 


Per  cent  no  school 
years  completed 

Per  cent  eight  years 
or  less 

Per  cent  one  to  three 
years  high  school 

Per  cent  four  years 
high  school  or  better 

Per  cent  one  to  three 
years  col  lege 

Per  cent  four  years 
col  lege  or  better 


Urban 

Urban 

United 

North 

Stanly 

States 

Carolina 

County 

Albem£ 

2.2 

2.5 

2.7 

2,5 

33.8 

39.3 

66.7 

45.8 

19.8 

17.4 

18.2 

17,8 

44.2 

40,7 

29.0 

34.0 

9,6 

10.2 

5,3 

7.6 

8.9 

9o8 

4.2 

6,3 

Median  school  years 
comp le  te  d 


11,1 


10,4 


9.3 


The  fact  that  educational  attainment  in  Albemarle  lags 
behind  that  of  Urban  North  Carolina  can  best  be  explained  by 
an  examination  of  out-migration  trends.   As  has  been  shown^ 
the  most  productive  age  groups  are  the  ones  where  out-migration 
is  most  pronounced.   It  is  reasonable  to  assume  that  many  of 
those  who  out-migrated  in  search  of  better  economic  opportunity 
were  also  the  better  educated,  thereby  causing  the  educational 
levels  of  the  town  to  be  lower  than  they  would  have  been  had 
these  persons  remained. 


Hous  ing 

Information  obtained  from  the  United  States  Census  indi- 
cates that  22  per  cent  of  the  housing  units  in  Albemarle  are 
substandard,*   When  compared  with  housing  in  Urban  North  Caro- 
lin  ,  the  State,-,  and  Stanly  County  it  would  appear  that  the 
caliber  of  housing  in  Albemarle,  in  relation  to  the  other  areas 
selected,,  is  quite  favorableo   Indeed,  as  is  shown  by  Chart  4, 
the  percentage  of  standard  dwellings  in  Albemarle  is  higher 
than  that  of  any  of  the  other  three  areas  selectedo 

Unfortunately,  upon  closer  examination,  it  becomes  in- 
creasingly evident  that  the  housing  situation  in  Albemarle  is 
not  as  bright  as  the  above  comparison  would  have  us  believeo 
Table  8  shows  the  median  value  of  owner-occupied  dwellings  in 
Albemarle  to  be  below  that  of  both  the  State  and  Urban  North 
Carolina,   On  the  other  hand,  the  median  value  is  appreciably 
higher  than  that  of  Stanly  Countyo   It  should  also  be  noted 
that  Albemarle,  with  29.5  per  cent,  has  a  higher  proportion 
of  housing  units  valued  under  $5,000  than  does  any  of  the 
other  three  areas  selected  --  and  conversely,  has  a  lower  pro- 
portion, 15o4  per  cent,  valued  in  excess  of  $15,000,  (except 
the  County,  which  has  only  4,7  per  cent). 


VALUE  OF  OWNER-OCCUPIED  UNITS 


Per  cent 

under 

$5,000 


Per  cent 

over 

$15,000 


State  of  North  Carolina 
Urban  North  Carolina 
Stanly  County 
Albemar  le 


8,000 

26,4 

16,8 

9,700 

17.5 
20.8^^ 

22,5 
4.7^^ 

6,200 

7,300 

29.5 

15,4 

/I 


Excluding  non-white  (data  not  available) 


*  Substandard  dwelling  units  are  those  which  are  sounds  but 
lack  some  plumbing,  or  are  deteriorating  or  are  already 
dilapidated,  as  defined  by  the  United  States  Census. 
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STANDARD       AND     SUBSTANDARD     HOUSING 

AS    A     PRECENT     OF      TOTAL      DWELLING      UNITS 

FOR       ALBEMARLE      AND     SELECTED      AREAS 


URBAN 
NORTH      CAROLINA 


STATE    OF 
NORTH      CAROLINA 


STANLEY       COUNTY 


^^^ 

'.3V.2%  . 

6  5.8% 

ALBEMARLE 


:l:l:[::\       SUBSTANDARD 


STANDARD 
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New  Residential  Construction 

New  residential  construction  is  an  excellent  indicator  of 
community  growth  and  prosperity.   Table  9  shows  that  Albemarle, 
despite  the  construction  of  381  new  housing  units  between  1955 
and  March,  1960,  actually  experienced  a  decrease,  percentage- 
wise.  Only  9,4  per  cent  of  Albemarle's  total  residential  units 
were  constructed  during  this  period  of  time.   In  contrast,  34.8 
per  cent  of  the  residential  dwellings  in  Stanly  County  were  con- 
structed during  the  above-mentioned  five-year  period.   This 
is  probably  due  to  the  fact  that  Albemarle,  like  many  urban 
areas,  developed  much  earlier  and  more  rapidly  than  did  the 
surrounding  rural  areas.   In  contrast,  Stanly  County  has  just 
recently  begun  to  develop.   A  great  deal  of  this  rural  develop- 
ment is  a  direct  result  of  out-migration  to  the  fringe  areas 
and  the  general  trend  toward  suburban  living. 


RESIDENTIAL  CONSTRUCTION  IN  ALBEMARLE  AND 
THE  REMAINDER  OF  STANLY  COUNTY 


Year  Structure 

Remainder 

Built 

Albemarle 

Per  Cent 

of  County 

Per  Cent 

1955-March,  1960 

381 

9.4 

1,149 

34.8 

1950-1954 

467 

11.5 

716 

21.7 

1940-1949 

860 

21.1 

490 

14.9 

1939  or  earlier 

2,357 

58.0 

945 

28.6 

Total 

4,065 

100.0 

3,300 

100.0 
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THE  FUTURE  POPULATION 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  following  projections 
are  not  predictions,  but  calculations  based  upon  the  assumption 
that  past  trends  will  continue  into  the  future.   They  do  not 
take  into  consideration  the  numerous  variables,  i.e.,  major 
annexations,  the  introduction  of  new  industries,  and  many  others 
which  could  completely  change  the  picture.   They  are,  however, 
very  useful  as  guideposts,  and,  as  such,  are  of  great  impor- 
tance in  the  planning  process. 

Total  Population  -  Albemarle  and  Stanly  County 

Assuming  a  continuation  of  past  trends,  Albemarle  should 
have  a  population  of  12,556  persons  by  1970  and  12,839  persons 
by  1980,   Also,  the  future  population  will  continue  to  have  a 
larger  proportion  of  females  than  males.   By  1970  females  will 
comprise  53.2  per  cent  of  the  population,  and  by  1980  this  will 
increase  to  53.3  per  cent. 

The  population  of  Stanly  County  should  increase  to  43,637 
by  1970,  and  46,060  by  1980.,   Like  Albemarle,  the  County  can 
also  expect  to  have  a  larger  proportion  of  females  than  males, 
51.5  per  cent  by  1970,  and  51.8  per  cent  by  1980. 


Population  by  Social  and  Economic  Groups 

In  order  to  achieve  a  practical  view  of  past  population 
trends  and  those  expected  for  the  future,  the  various  age  groups' 
have  been  condensed  into  five  distinct  categories  according  to 
social  and  economic  similarities.   This  will  facilitate  a 
broader  understanding  and  enable  the  reader  to  observe  the  popu- 
lation patterns  of  past  decades  along  with  those  expected  for 
the  future  -  subsequently   providing  a  guidepost  upon  which  to 
base  future  planning.   It  should  be  understood  that  these 
categories  are  not  completely  accurate  and  are  only  intended  to 
give  a  generalized  picture. 


*For  a  breakdown  by  age  groups  see  Table  10  and  Chart  5. 
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FUTURE  POPULATION  BY  AGE  AND  SEX 
ALBEMARLE  AND  STANLY  COUNTY 
1970  -  1980 


MALE 


FEMALE 


20% 


STANLY  COUNTY 


MALE 


FEMALE 


ALBEMARLE 


I  970 


1980 


20% 


CHART -5 


TABLE  10 

FUTURE  POPULATION 

BY  AGE 

GROUPS 

AND  SEX 

ALBEMARLE 

AND  STANLY  COUNTY,  1970-1980 

Stanly 

G  ounty 

Albemar 

le 

1970 

1980 

1970 

1980 

Age 

Gr  oups 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Fema  le 

Male 

Female 

0-4 

2203 

2024 

2290 

2104 

622 

590 

684 

610 

5-9 

2074 

2004 

2259 

2187 

526 

517 

592 

582 

10-14 

2077 

1859 

2203 

1972 

620 

512 

642 

530 

15-19 

1963 

1966 

1904 

1898 

479 

544 

427 

485 

20-24 

1696 

1695 

1557 

1496 

445 

506 

449 

451 

25-29 

1244 

1467 

1352 

1573 

346 

404 

385 

46  0 

30-34 

1099 

1222 

1487 

1589 

265 

299 

377 

416 

35-39 

1094 

1253 

1162 

1403 

315 

329 

299 

404 

40-44 

1292 

1375 

1059 

1189 

323 

391 

210 

255 

45-49 

1301 

1467 

1040 

1217 

378 

448 

266 

289 

50-54 

1329 

1398 

1199 

1282 

334 

414 

259 

333 

55-59 

1252 

1306 

1204 

1416 

384 

440 

348 

433 

60-64 

896 

1059 

1151 

1298 

271 

362 

276 

376 

65  + 

1686 

2336 

2326 

3243 

539 

913 

748 

1273 

Total 

21206 

22431 

22193 

23867 

5887 

6669 

5962 

6897 

Total 
Populat i 

on    43637 

46060 

12556 

12859 
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TABLE  1( 

D 

PERCENT 

OF  FUTURE  POPULATION 

BY  AGE 

GROUPS 

AND  SEX 

(continued) 

ALBEMARLE  AND 

STANLY 

COUNTY, 

1970- 

1980 

Stanly 

County 

Albemarle 

1970 

1980 

1970 

1980 

Age 
Groups 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Feme le 

0-4 

10,4 

9.0 

10,6 

8.8 

10.6 

8.8 

11,5 

8.8 

5-9 

9.8 

8.9 

10.3 

9.0 

9.0 

7.8 

9.9 

8.4 

10-14 

9.8 

8.3 

9,9 

8,3 

10,6 

7o7 

10.7 

7.6 

15-19 

9.2 

8.6 

8,5 

7.9 

8.2 

8.2 

7.2 

7.0 

:'.0-24 

8.0 

7»4 

7.0 

6.3 

7.6 

7.6 

7.6 

6.6 

25-29 

5.9 

6.5 

6.1 

6.6 

6.0 

6.0 

6.5 

6.7 

30-34 

5.2 

5,5 

6.7 

6.7 

4.5 

4.5 

6.3 

6.0 

35-39 

5,2 

5.6 

5,2 

5.9 

5.4 

4c9 

5.0 

5.9 

40-44 

6.1 

6,1 

4,7 

5.0 

5.5 

5,9 

3,5 

3.7 

45-49 

6.1 

6,5 

4.6 

5.1 

6.5 

6,7 

4.5 

4.2 

50-54 

6.2 

6.3 

5.4 

5.4 

5.7 

6,2 

4.4 

4,8 

55-59 

5.9 

5.9 

5.4 

5.9 

6.6 

6.6 

5.8 

6.3 

60-64 

4.2 

4.7 

5.2 

5.4 

4.6 

5.4 

4.6 

5,5 

6  5+ 

8.0 

10,7 

10.4 

13,6 

9.2 

13,7 

12.5 

18,5 

Total 

100,0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100,0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Per    Cent    48,5         51.5         48.1         51,9         46.8         53.2         46.4         53.6 


PERCENT    OF  PAST    a   FUTURE    POPULATION 
BY    AGE    GROUPS 
ALBEMARLE    AND    STANLY    COUNTY 
1950-  1960-1970-1980 


ALBEMARLE         PERCENT       DISTRIBUTION 


WS&i    1950 


I960 


1980 


STANLY      COUNTY      PERCENT       DISTRIBUTION 


I960 


1980 


NON-PRODUCTIVE       GROUPS 
■■I        PRE  -SCHOOL 

i^H   RETIRED 


PRODUCTIVE    GROUPS 

[C-^^rj    YOUNG   PRODUCTIVE 

I     I   ESTABLISHED   PRODUCTIVE 

CHART  -6 


Increase  of  those  65  and  over„ 

^)  Ignlf  icance  of  Future  Trends 

Basically.,  Albemarle's  future  population  will  be  character- 
ized by  an  increase  in  the  proportion  of  senior  citizens^  a 
decrease  in  the  proportion  of  those  in  the  productive  agesj, 
and  an  almost  stable  proportion  of  children.   The  resulting 
situation  is  one  in  which  the  number  of  persons  actually  pro- 
viding support  is  decreasingj  and  the  number  of  persons  depen- 
dent upon  support  is  increasingo   With  this  in  mind,  Albemarle 
is  in  an  excellent  position  to  plan  for  the  changing  demands 
which  will  surely  accompany  the  changing  face  of  her  populatiouo 

In  the  realm  of  public  services,,  the  educational  system, 
unless  already  inadequate,  should  not  require  any  large  degree 
of  expansion.   In  fact,  the  school  enrollment  in  1970  is  ex- 
pected to  be  185  below  that  of  1960  and  even  the  enrollment  of 
1980  is  expected  to  be  somewhat  less  than  that  of  1960,   Of 
paramount  importance  is  the  necessity  for  increased  services 
and  facilities  for  the  senior  citizens,,  particularly  recrea- 
tional facilities.   Generally  speaking^  the  fact  that  Albemarle 
will  experience  an  overall  increase  in  population  indicates  the 
need  for  additional  services  and  facilities  to  accommodate  this 
expans  i  ono 

Furthermore,  it  should  be  of  special  interest  to  the 
commercial  and  business  community  to  note  that,  as  the  face  of 
the  population  changes  the  demand  for  goods  and  services  also 
changes.   While  every  aspect  of  Albemarle's  economic  life  is 
influenced  by  the  composition  of  its  population,  the  trend 
toward  increased  proportions  of  older  persons  indicates  that 
the  future  will  be  characterized  by  an  increase  in  the  demand 
for  those  goods  and  services  oriented  toward  this  age  group. 

These  are  but  a  few  of  the  many  ramifications  which  the 
changing  population  will  exert  upon  the  city  and  county.*  They 
are  important  in  that  they  illustrate  that  a  community  is  never 


^Because  of  the  similarity  o.t  population  '^^^"^^^  f  ^  P^"^^""^ 
and  demands  will  be  much  the  same  as  those  of  the  city. 
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static  but  in  a  continuous  state  of  flux.   These  changes 

create  problems  for  which  there  are  no  panaceas  and  no  endso 

They  must  be  continually  identified  and  related  to  the  overall 
needs  and  demands  of  the  community,. 


TABLE  11 

PER  CENT  DISTRIBUTION  BY  AGE  GROUPS 
ALBEMARLE  AND  STANLY  COUNTY 
1950,  1960,  1970,  1980 

1950 

1960 

1970 

1980 

ALBEMARLE 

Number 

Per 
■  Cent 

Number 

Per 
Cent 

Number 

Per 
Cent 

Number 

Per 
Cent 

Pre-school 

School 

Young 

productive 

Established 

productive 

Retired 

1273 
1887 

4176 

3860 
602 

10,8 
16,0 

35,4 

32.7 
5cl 

1209 
2360 

3208 

4559 
925 

9<,8 
19,4 

26,1 

37o2 
7,5 

1252 
2175 

3288 

4389 
1452 

10,0 
17,3 

26,2 

34,9 
11.6 

1294 
2346 

3450 

3748 
2021 

10.0 
18,3 

26.8 

29.2 
15.7 

Total 

11798 

100,0 

12261 

lOOoO 

12556 

100.0 

12859 

100.0 

STANLY  COUNTY 

Pre-school 

School 

Young 

productive 

Established 

productive 

Retired 

4398 
7109 

12451 

11156 
2016 

11,9 
19,1 

33,6 

30.0 
5o4 

3985 
8573 

11396 

13986 
2933 

9,8 
21,0 

27,9 

34,2 

7,1 

4227 
8014 

12352 

15022 
4022 

9,7 
18,4 

28,3 

34,4 
9,2 

4394 
8621 

12856 

14620 
5569 

9.5 
18.7 

27.9 

31.8 
12.1 

Total 

37130 

100,0 

40873 

100,0 

43637 

100,0 

46060 

100.0 
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THE  ECONOMIC  BASE 

All  towns  and  cities  are  dependent  upon  some  type  or  types 
of  economic  activity  for  their  existence.   Many  cities  are  manu- 
facturing oriented;  some  are  centers  of  government  or  education; 
others  are  dependent  upon  tourist  trade  and  still  others  are 
commerce  and  distribution  centers.   Whatever  the  case,  the  fact 
still  remains  that  towns  and  cities  have  certain  kinds  of 
economic  activity  which  sustains  them  —  that  is,  activity  which 
is  basic  to  their  livelihood  and  brings  new  income  into  the  area. 

This  particular  section  of  the  analysis  attempts  to:  (1) 
identify  the  basic  industries  of  Albemarle;  (2)  discover  the 
diversity  and  specialization  of  the  industrial  make-up;  (3) 
determine  the  stability  of  the  economy;  and  (4)  identify  local 
industries  with  growth  potential. 

Basic  and  Non-Basic  Approach 

The  basic  industries  of  a  city  may  be  viewed  as  those 
which  export  their  goods  and  bring  new  money  into  the  city. 
Non-basic  activity  is  that  which  merely  circulates  existing 
income,  does  not  export,  and  is  dependent  upon  the  basic  indus- 
tries for  their  existenceo   As  a  simple  example,  one  may  imagine 
a  town  which  has  three  large  manufacturing  plants,  each  having 
a  national  market  and  each  known  to  export  all  of  their  products 
outside  the  town  in  question.  These  industries  are  obviously 
basic,  by  the  above  definition,  to  that  town.   Further  assume 
that  all  retail  trade,  professions,  personal  and  business 
services,  etc.,  serve  only  the  existing  population  that  works 
in  the  basic  industries.,   These  supporting  activities  would  be 
totally  non-basic,  although  in  reality  this  is  usually  not  the 
case  . 

From  this  basic  concept  of  urban  economic  analysis,  there 
has  been  developed  a  multiplicity  of  techniques  to  measure  what 
is  "basic"  and  what  is  supporting  or  "non-basic"  activity. 


This  is  important  because  the  basic  industries  are  the  genera- 
tors of  new  income  from  the  "outside'';  thereforej  a  city  must 
first  identify  them  before  an  appraisal  can  be  made  of  the 
adequacy  and  inadequacy  of  their  functions. 

In  this  report  census  data  has  by  necessity  been  the  pri- 
mary source  of  information^   This  imposes  1  imi  ta  t  i  ons  j,  too 
detailed  for  enumeration  here^  upon  measurement  of  the  economic 
base.   However,,  when  limited  to  census  data,  the  following 
formula  generally  yields  an  idea  as  to  the  actual  number  of 
basic  and  non-basic  workers: 

e  t 
Number  of  "basic  workers  =  ei  -   EI* 

ET 

ei  =  local  industry  employment 

et  =  local  total  employment 

EI  =  national  industry  employment 

ET  =  national  total  employment 

The  above  formula  indicates  the  importance  of  each  industry  to 
the  locality  relative  to  the  importance  of  the  industry  to  the 
nation.   In  addition,  the  formula  assigns  each  local  industry 
a  weight  in  proportion  to  its  size  in  the  locality.   However, 
the  formula  is  admittedly  not  foolproof.,   In  the  first  place, 
it  assumes  that  the  national  employment  pattern  is  an  ideal 
standard  or  norm  by  which  to  compare  the  local  employment 
distributiono   Although  this  fails  to  recognize  the  advantage 
of  local  specialization,  it  may  be  assumed  that  the  national 
pattern  is  as  "ideal"  as  may  be  obtained.   Another  drawback  to 
the  formula  is  that  if  an  industry  is  found  to  be  totally  "non- 
basic"  or  supporting,  it  logically  follows  that  the  locality 
must  consume  all  that  the  industry  products.   This  is  not 
necessarily  so,  since  each  locality  has  different  income 
levels,  tastes  and  preferences,  and  consumption  patterns. 


John  M,  Mattila  and  William  K.  Thompson,  "The  Measurement  of 
the  Economic  Base  of  Metropolitan  Areas,"   Land  Economics, 
Volo  XXXI,  Noo  3,  August,  1955 
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Nevertheless,  in  spite  of  its  drawbacks,,  the  application  of  the 
aforementioned  formula  does  generally  measure  the  "basicness" 
of  the  industries  in  a  particular  local  economy  and  will  give  a 
picture  of  the  Albemarle  economic  base  which  is  sufficiently 
adequate  for  our  needs. 

Basic  and  Non-Basic  Employment  in  Albemarle 

Table  12  shows  the  number  of  basic  and  non-basic  workers 
in  Albemarle  as  computed  by  the  formula  on  page  23..   As  may  be 
noted,  textile  manufacturing  is  overwhelmingly  dominant  as  the 
major  basic  industry.   In  1960  it  accounted  for   6o5  per  cent 
of  all  basic  employment  in  Albemarle,   The  inherent  danger   of 
a  city  being  this  dependent  upon  a  single  industry  for  its 
livelihood  is  apparent.   This  will  be  explained  further  in  the 
next  section. 

In  addition  to  textiles,  private  household  work  accounted 
for  50  basic  workers  in  1960.   Also,  the  furniture,  lumber  and 

TABLE  12     BASIC  AND  NON-BASIG  EMPLOYMENT,  ALBEMARLE 

1950 


Total 

Basic 

Non-Bas; 

ic 

Workers 

Workers 

Workers 

Number 

Per  Cent 

Number 

Per  Cent 

2,549 

2,428 

96,81 

121 

3,95 

229 

71 

2,83 

158 

5.16 

Textile  mill 

products 

Private 

households 

Other  personal 

service,  fenter- 

t  a  i  nme  n  t ,  _  ,  _ 

recreation  241  9        .36       232      7.57 

All  other         2,551 0 :::^ 2,551 83.32 

.Total    5;570_ 2,508 100,00 3,062 100.00 

1960 


1,943      96.52        77       ,36 
20       1.00        87      2.6 


Textile  mill 

products  2,020 

Furniture,  lumber 

and  wood  products   107 

Private  „  ,  „       •,  c  ^      /  -7 

,     ,  1  ,  one,  50       2,48       156      4,7 

''J'i       .^  2  943  0         -     2,943     90.19 

ToL;  ';'76       2,U13     100.00     31263    100.00 
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wood  products  industry,  which  was  not  a  basic  industry,  in  1950 
did  emerge  into  the  basic  industry  column  in  I96O5  accounting 
for  20  workerso 

The  "Multiplier"  Effect  of  Basic  Employment 

In  addition  to  the  preceding  concept,  one  would  not  be  on 
tenuous  ground  in  stating  that  one  basic  worker  is  supporting  a 
certain  number  of  non-basic  workerso   In  turn,  both  are  support- 
ing a  given  number  of  the  populations   Ir  1950  this  relationship 
for  Albemarle  may  be  stated  as  follows: 

Population  11,798 

Non-basic  employment    3,062 
Basic  employment        2,508 


Population  4.70 

Non-basic  employment     1.22 
Basic  employment         1.00 


In  1960  the  above  relationship  between  employment  and  popu- 
lation was  : 


Populat  ion 
Non-basic  employment 
Basic  employment 


or  as  a  ratio; 


12,261 

3,265 

2,013 

6,09 

1,62 

1.00 

Population 
Non-basic  employment 
Basic  employment 

As  may  be  noted,  in  1960  each  basic  worker  created  employment 
for  1.62  non-basic  workers.  These  two  together  were  supporting 
6.09  persons.  Therefore,  it  follows  that  if  the  same  relation- 
ship holds  true,  an  addition  of  each  new  basic  worker  would  add 
about  six  persons  to  the  population.  Also  of  importance  is  the 
fact  that  in  1960  each  basic  worker  supported  more  people  than 
in  1950  --  6o09  persons  as  against  4,70  in  1950. 
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DIVERSTFIGATTON  AND  SPECIALIZATION 

The  previous  section  has  made  the  implication  that  the 
economic  base  of  Albemarle  is  not  diver s if  led o   Table  ISj 
which  shows  the  Albemarle  employment  distribution  by  types 
of  industry,  lends  further  evidence  to  this  implication,. 

In  1960^  48o5  per  cent  of  the  total  employment  was  in 
manufacturing  activltyo   Furthermore^,  38  per  cent  of  this 
figure  was  in  textileso   AlsOp  21  per  cent  of  the  total 
employment  was  in  activities  involving  commerceo   Thereforej 
these  two  areas  of  economic  endeavor  account  for  almost  70 
per  cent  of  the  total  employment  --  a  situation  that  certainly 
warrants  improvemento 

It  was  shown  that  textile  manuf actur ingj  since  it  is  the 
dominant  basic  industry^  is  no  doubt  responsible  for  a  great 
deal  of  the  existing  commercial  growtho   But  here  is  an 
industry  that  is  declining  nationally  in  employment  and  these 
trends  are  being  reflected  locally  in  North  Carolina  because 
of  the  predominance  of  textiles  in  this  statCo   Any  area  that 
depends  heavily  on  textile  manufacturing  for  its  economic 
well-being  could  well  afford  a  close  examination  of  its  future 
growth  prospects.   More  will  be  said  about  this  in  a  later 
se  ct  ion« 

Index  of  Local  Specialization 

Tables  13  and  14  present  indexes  of  specialization  by 

types  of  industry  for  Albemarle  which  compare  it  with  Stanly 

County.  North  Carolina  and  the  United  States  for  1950  and 

1960,   The  indexes  were  computed  by  a  formula*  which  is  a 

variation  of  the  one  used  to  estimate  the  number  of  basic 


*Index  of  local  specialization: 

ei        Where  ei  =  local  industry  employment 

^  et  =  local  total  employment 

El  EI  =  industry  employment  of  the  larger  unit 

^  (Stanly  Gountyj  No  Cop  or  U,  S,) 

ET  =  total  employment  of  the  larger  unit 
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workerso   The  index  may  be  interpreted  as  follows:   if  a  par- 
ticular locale  has  an  index  greater  than  1,000,  it  may  be  said 
that  the  local  industry  exceeds  the  county;,  state  or  national 
average,  depending  upon  which  area  it  is  being  compared  with. 
If  the  index  is  less  than  1.000,  the  local  industry  may  be 
said  to  be  under-developed  relative  to  the  industry's  position 
in  the  larger  comparable  unit,   ThuSj,  the  textile  index  of 
25,87  in  1960  indicates  that  this  industry  is  much  more  special- 
ized and  important  to  Albemarle  than  it  is  to  the  United  States, 
On  the  other  hand,  machinery  had  an  index  of  ,25  in  1960, 
indicating  a  great  lack  of  specialization  in  this  industry. 

The  information  to  be  derived  from  Tables  13  and  14  is 
not  so  much  the  fact  that  Albemarle  specializes  in  certain 
types  of  industry  --  this  we  already  know.   Rather,  the  index 
can  point  out  industries  with  growth  potential  in  the  area. 

When  comparing  the  indexes,  it  may  be  noted  that  more 
industries  of  Albemarle  are  specialized  when  the  index  of 
specialization  is  computed  of  Albemarle  to  Stanly  County. 
When  computing  indexes  of  Albemarle  industries  to  the  State 
and  the  United  States,  however,  there  are  fewer  and  fewer 
industries  that  rate  an  index  of  greater  than  1,000,   This, 
of  course,  is  to  be  expected. 

For  comparison  purposes,  the  United  States,  and  to  some 
degree  North  Carolina,  will  be  used  as  the  "ideal"  standard 
by  which  to  gauge  the  adequacy,  inadequacy,  or  potential  of 
Albemarle's  industries.   This  is  acceptable  because  one  must 
admit  that  if  the  Albemarle  economic  base  were  as  diversified 
as  that  of  the  United  States,  the  locality  would  be  in  a  much 
better  economic  environment  and  have  a  brighter  economic 
future  than  is  presently  the  caseo 
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TABLE  13    INDEX  OF  SPECjALiZATION  OF  ALBEMARLE  INDUSTRIES  -  19^0 

INDEX  =  KOO 


PER  CENT  Of  TOTAL  EMPLOYMENT 


ALBEMARLE  TO* 


AGRI ,, FORESTRY,  FISHERY 

MINING 

CONSTRUCTION  \ 

FURN. , LUMBER,  WOOD  PROD. 

F'RIMARY  METALS  1 

FAB.METALS(  INCL.  NOT  SPEC.) 

MACHINERY  (eXCL.  ELECTRIC) 

E LEC. MA CH.,E QUI  P., SUPPLIES 

MOTOR  VEHICLES,  EQUIPMENT 

OTHER  TRANSPORTATION  EQUIP, 

OTHER  DURABLES 

FOOD  AND  KINDRED  PRODUCTS 

TEXTILE  MILL  PRODUCTS         V 

APPAREL  AND  OTHER  FAB.  TEX. 

PRI NT. ,PUB. ,ALL lED  PROD. 

CHEMICAL  AND  ALLIED  PROD. 

OTHER  NON-DUR.  (  INCL.NOT  SPEC.) 

RAILROAD  AND  RAILWAY  EXPRESS 

TRUCKING  (SERV.  AND  WHSE.) 

OTHER  TRANSPORTATION 

COMMUN ICAT I ONS 

UTILI TIES  AND  SAN.  SERV. 

WHOLESALE 

ALL  RETAIL 

FIN., INS. ,  REAL  ESTATE 

BUS.  AND  REPAIR  SERVICE 

PRIVATE  HOUSEHOLDS 

OTHER  PER. SERV. ,ENT. ,REC 

ALL  EDUCATION 

HOSPITALS,  OTHER  PROF. 

PUBLIC  ADMINISTRATION 

OTHER  OR  NOT  GIVEN 


13,80 

17 

6.07 

3.17 

5.52 

.07 

.11 

.02 

.01 

1.02 

1.39 

37.08 

1,13 

:1 

.07 
.50 
.61 
.62 


.^2 

•33 
.61 

^97 

1.96 

1.30 

1+.27 

10,29 

1,62 

4 

2.82 

2.19 

i+.1l 

\:ii 

2.73 
2,62 

2.98 

1.7^ 

2.^^ 

1.63 

^95 

1.53 

2!|.85 
,21 

5.91 
5.67 

.21 

.17 

.08 

,0if 

.56 

1.42 

1J4.7O 

.99 

.59 

.55 

2.40 

1.22 

1,03 

.80 

.65 

.8^ 

2.22 

12.0*+ 

1,67 

1,67 

it.i6 
3.65 
3.66 
3.22 
2.6li 

1.50 


I2.ii6 

1,65 

6.13 

2.12 
2.10 
1.50 
2.22 

1,53 
1.52 

.86 
1.91 
2.62 
2.18 
1,89 
1.53 
1.13 

2.92 
2.47 
1.24 

1.53 
1.26 

^•?§ 
3.48 

I5.ii+ 
3.ito 
2.32 

2.8lf 

it. 18 
3.68 
^87 
kM 
i,ii9 


.oU 

.02 

.6ii 

.52 

.92 

.9^^        . 

.29 

.16 

.33 

8.71 

:?? 

.23        . 

.35        . 

1™     1 .  29 


2.00 

I 


1 

1 
1 

1 
1 
1 

1 
1 

i,ii6 
1.59 
1,02 
1.70 

1.56 


.10 

1729        .70 

3.11     20.99 

.04 


1,12 
.09 
.02 
.27 
.90 

1.10 
.80 

'^. 
1.19 

1,31' 

1„19 
.73 
.93 

'V 
.63 


.02 

.13 
.75 

.70 
.56 

m 

1.0?^ 


'i 


I^H        BELOW  AVERAGE  SPECIALIZATION 
1.00        AVERAGE  SPECIALIZATION 
I  1  .25I       ABOVE  AVERAGE  S PEC  I L I Z A T I  ON 
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TABLE  ^h 

INDEX  or  SPECIALIZATION  OF  ALBEMARLE  INDUSTRIES  -  1 9^0 

PER  CENT  OF  TOTAL  EMPLOYMENT       INDEX  =  1.00 

ALBEMARLE  TO: 

MARLE   STANLY   N.  C.    U.  S.    STANLY   N.  C.    U. 

S. 

SHERY 


AGRI . , FORESTRY 

M  I  N  I  NG 

CONSTRUCTION  ^ 

FURN. , LUMBER,  WOOD  PROD.       2 

PRIMARY  METALS  1 

FAB. METALS  (iNCL.NOT  SPEC.) 

MACHINERY  (eXCL.  ELECTRIc) 

ELEC.MACH.,EQUIP.,SUPPLIES 

MOTOR  VEHICLES,  EQUIPMENT 

OTHER  TRANSPORTATION  EQUIP. 

OTHER  DURABLES 

FOOD  AND  KINDRED  PRODUCTS      £ 

TEXTILE  MILL  PRODUCTS         3^ 

APPAREL  AND  OTHER  FAB. TEX.     1 

PRINT. , PUB. , ALLIED  PROD. 

CHEMICAL  AND  ALLIED  PROD. 

OTHER  NON-DUR.  (  I  NCL.  NOT  SPEC.) 

RAILROAD  AND  RAILWAY  EXPRESS 

TRUCKING  (SERV,  AND  WHSE.) 

OTHER  TRANSPORTATION 

COMMUN ICAT IONS 

UTILITIES  AND  SAN.  SERV. 

WHOLESALE 

ALL  RETAIL 

FIN.,  INS.  ,  REAL  ESTATE 

BUS.  AND  REPAIR  SERVICE 

PRIVATE  HOUSEHOLDS 

OTHER  PER. SERV. ,ENT. ,REC 

ALL  EDUCATION 

HOSPITALS,  OTHER  PROF. 

PUBLIC  ADMINISTRATION 

OTHER  OR  NOT  GIVEN 


1.02 


6.66 

•23 

6.8o 
k.oh 
3-33 

.22 

.05 

.02 

dl 

2.10 

3^-56 

1.78 

A6 

.12 

:\l 

1.10 
J5 


;P 


2.66 

11.70 

1.J8 

1.40 
2,70 
2.59 

i+.23 

3-32 
1.92 
2.06 


12.96 

.22 

6.12 

5.02 

.80 

1,57 

.10 

■M 

2.06 

13.81 

2.10 

.81 

.8H 

2.94 

1.119 

.68 
.80 

"95 
2.72 
13.30 
2.66 
1,72 
i|„77 
3.35 
^.06 
4.59 
3.10 
3.07 


6.73 
1.01 

5.90 
1.65 
1.89 
2.00 
2. 1^3 
2.30 
1.30 
1.51 
2.12 
2.82 
^^8 
1.79 
1.77 
1.31* 
2.70 
1.1+6 
i.ifi 
1-37 
1.27 
1.39 
3.42 
ill.  82 
li.17 
2.!+9 
2.97 
3.7^ 

6.ii7 
k.96 
k.03 


i 

^.l6_ 

i 

1.11 

S 

I 

1.05 

1.53 
1.00 

1.20 


1.01 
1.1+I4 
1.26 
1.03 
1.60 
1.80 


lW 


i 

55 


!.o8 
;.05 
.22 

1.12 

1.25 

1.05 
1.06 


m 

1.16 


Qk 


.06       ^ 

H  1.31 


•§3 

.82 

1.11        .70 


1.2M 


BELOW  AVERAGE  SPECIALIZATION 

AVERAGE  SPECIALIZATION 

ABOVE  AVERAGE  SPECIALIZATION 
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Specialization  and  Growth  Potential 
of  Albemarle  Industries 

When  referring  to  the  industrial  growth  potential  of  a 
city,  this  does  not  imply  only  manufacturing  industrteso 
There  are  many  non-manufacturing  industries  which  can  be  just 
as  "basic"  as  any  --  that  is,  they  export  their  goods  or 
services  and  bring  into  the  city  "new  money"o   Under  certain 
conditions  education  might  be  a  good  basic  industryo   For 
example,  consider  the  establishment  of  a  community  college. 

In  relation  to  the  Statej  Albemarle  specialized  in  (See 

Table  14): 

primary  metals  manufacturing 
--   food  and  kindred  products  manufacturing 

—  textile  mill  products  manufacturing 

—  "other"  transportation 

--   utilities  and  sanitary  services 

—  wholesale  trade 
--   retail  trade 

hospitals  and  other  professionals 
--   public  administration 

In  addition^  the  following  industries  are  ones  in  which 
Albemarle  is  approaching  specialization  in  relation  to  North 
Carol ina : 

machinery  (except  electrical  manufacturing 

—  "other"  durable  manufacturing 
printing^  publishing  and  allied  products 
(in  1950  Albemarle  did  specialize  in  this 
industry.   Index  =  1<,12,   The  1960  index 
was  .94) 

finance,  insurance  and  real  estate 

business  and  repair  services  (1950  index 

=  1.31;  1960  index  =  o82) 
other  personal  services^  entertainment 

and  recreation 

education 

When  the  indexes  are  computed  in  relation  to  the  United 
States  for  1960,  Albemarle  specializes  in: 

furnitures  lumber  and  wood  products 

manufacturing 

textile  mill  products  manufacturing 

private  household  service  work 
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The  following  industries  of  Albemarle  are  approaching 
specialization  in  relation  to  the  United  States: 

primary  metals  manufacturing 

food  and  kindred  products  manufacturing 

apparel  and  other  fabricated  textile 

product  manufacturing 
--   utilities  and  sanitary  services 

wholesale  trade 

retail  trade 

"other  personal  services,  entertainment, 

recreation 
--   education 

—  hospitals  and  other  professionals 

—  public  administration 

On  the  basis  of  the  above  information  it  may  be  concluded 
that  although  Albemarle's  economic  base  is  not  very  diversified 
there  are  several  industries  which  possess  growth  potential  as 
basic  industries.   Those  industries  in  which  Albemarle  is 
slightly  specialized  and  those  which  are  approaching  speciali- 
zation in  relation  to  both  North  Carolina  and  the  United  States 
may  be  deemed  the  best  prospects  as  far  as  growth  potential  is 
concerned.   Specifically}  these  include  the  following: 

primary  metals  manufacturing 

—  food  and  kindred  products  manufacturing 
apparel  and  other  fabricated  textile 
manufacturing 

furniture^  lumber  and  wood  products 

manufacturing 

wholesale  trade 

retail  trade 
--   finance^  insurance  and  real  estate 

private  household  service 
--   "other''  personal  services,  entertainment 

and  recreation 

—  education 
hospitals 

public  administration 


A  Word  of  Caution 

The  industries  designated  as  having  growth  capabilities 
are  not  final  and  clear-cut  recommendations.   Certainly,  some 
of  these  industries  have  disadvantages.   Primary  metals  manu- 


facturing,  for  example,  is  very  sensitive  to  fluctuations  of 
the  national  business  cycleo   Furniture,  lumber  and  wood 
products  manufacturing  are  generally  slow  growth  and  suffered 
a  national  employment  decline  in  the  last  decade.   However, 
the  above  list  does  give  an  idea  of  the  industries  that  the 
locality  should  attempt  to  attract  as  basic  industries  which 
could  diversify  the  economy.   However,  the  advantages  and 
disadvantages  of  each  will  have  to  be  weighed  in  relation  to 
the  overall  economic  community.   As  a  final  note,  it  should 
be  mentioned  that  most  of  the  Albemarle  industries  with  local 
growth  potential  are  high  growth  industries  in  themselves. 
It  has  been  pointed  out  that  these  are  not  necessarily  limited 
to  manufacturing  activity. 

Stability  of  the  Existing  Economic  Base 

One  question  that  every  community  should  ask  itself  is 
how  stable  is  the  economy  on  which  the  city  is  dependent.   One 
method  that  may  shed  some  light  on  this  question  is  to  observe 
employment  and  wage  trends  of  the  area  economy.   Graph  1  shows 
average  monthly  employment  and  annual  wages  per  worker  for 
Stanly  County  from  1952  to  1961.   One  notes  that  past  wage 
trends  have^  for  the  most  part,  increased  at  a  high  rate  and 
steady  rate^   Overall,  however,  average  monthly  employment 
was  much  more  erratic  prior  to  1958,  but  it  has  climbed  stead- 
ily since  1958. 

Albemarle  Employment  Stability 

Table  15  shows  employment  growth  by  types  of  industry 
from  1950  to  1960o   One  significant  fact  is  that  Albemarle's 
total  employment  decreased  5  per  cent  in  the  last  decade.  This 
same  trend  occurred  in  manufacturing,  primarily  textiles,  which 
accounted  for  a  large  portion  of  the  total  loss.   Other  rela- 
tively large  employment  losses  also  occurred  in  construction, 
retail  trade,  business  and  repair  services,  and  personal 
services.   This  is  in  direct  opposition  to  Stanly  County, 
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ANNUAL     WAGES     PER    WORKER    AND 

AVERAGE      MONTHLY       EMPLOYMENT 

STANLY     COUNTY 

1952-1961 


$     3,5  0  0 

3.4  0  0 
3,3  0  0 
3,2  3  0 
3,1  0  0 
3,0  0  0 
?,9  0  0 
2.8  0  0 
2,7  0  0 
2,6  0  0 

2.5  0  0 
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TABLE  13      EMPLOYMENT  BY  INDUSTRY  FOR  ALBEMARLE,  195O,  1960 


1950 

i960 

PER  CENT 
CHANGE 

TOTAL  EMPLOYED 

5570 

5276 

-5-3 

AGRICULTURE,  FORESTRY,  FISHERY 

3^ 

5^ 

+58.8 

MANUFACTUR 1 NG 

2923 

2559 

-12.5 

LUMBER,  FURNITURE 

52 

107 

+105.8 

PRIMARY,  FABRICATED  METALS* 

ioii 

100 

-3.8 

MACHINERY,  EXCLUDING  ELECTRIC 

7 

32 

+357-1 

ELECTRIC  MACHINERY 

MOTOR  VEHICLES 

— 

— 

OTHER  TRANSPORTATION,  EQUIPMENT 

— 

9 

— 

OTHER  DURABLES 

11 

36 

+227.3 
+29.4 

FOOD 

102 

132 

TEXTILES 

25^9 

2020 

-20.8 

APPAREL 

55 

71 

+29.1 

PR  1  NT  1 NG 

37 

iio 

+8.1 

CHEMICAL 

3 

I4 

+33.3 
+166.7 

OTHER  NON-DRUABLES  AND  NOT  SPECIFIED 

3 

8 

N-  1  N  1  NG 

6 

— 

— 

CONSTRUCT  1  ON 

312 

228 

-26.9 

TRANSPORTAT 1  ON 

200 

i8i| 

-8.0 

RA ILROAD 

18 

8 

-55.5 

TRUCK  1 NG 

OTHER  TRANSPORTATION 

^7 

k9 
1+0 

2l| 
63 

-14!9 

COMMUN 1  CAT  1 ONS 

P 

-17.2 
+16.7 

UTILITIES 

COMMERCE 

1116 

1108 

+38.5 

+55^6 

WHOLESALE 

109 

1^1 

ALL  RETAIL 

795 

F 1  NANCE 

90 

li|0 

7^ 

BUSINESS  AND  REPAIR  SERVICE 

122 

-39.3 

1*70  378  -19.6 

229  206  -10.0 

zk]  172  -28.6 

I156  693  +51.2 

148  230  +55.^ 

EDICAL,     HOSPITAL,     OTHER     PROFESSIONS                          1 66  28^  +69-3 

53  72  +35.8 

102  88  -18.7 

2  12  +500.0 


PERSONAL  SERVICES 

PRIVATE  HOUSEHOLD 

OTHER  PERSONAL,  HOTEL,  ENTERTAINMENT 

PROFESS  I ONAL 

ALL  EDUCATION 


PUBLIC  ADMINISTRATION 
OTHER  OR  NOT  GIVEN 


♦primary  METALS 
•FABRICATED  METALS 
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(which  had  growth  in  practically  all  sectors  of  its  economy) 
and  certainly  is  a  situation  that  should  be  rectified. 

Table  16  classifies  the  existing  industries  of  Albe- 
marle in  relation  to  their  sensitivity  to  fluctuations  in 
the  national  business  cycle  and  indicates  that  about  44  per 
cent  of  total  employment  is  in  industries  that  are  markedly 
sensitive  to  these  fluctuations.   In  addition,  3  per  cent  of 
total  employment  is  highly  sensitive  to  outside  fluctuations. 
Based  on  this,  it  does  not  appear  that  Albemarle's  economy 
is  particularly  stable.   National  recessions  are  more  apt  to 
cause  repercussions  in  Albemarle  than  in  other  cities  with  a 
more  stable  economy.   Nevertheless,  it  is  interesting  to  note 
that  many  industries  in  which  Albemarle  has  growth  potential 
are  stable  in  this  respect. 

Regardless  of  the  stability  of  potential  industries, 
the  fact  still  remains  that  the  existing  economy  of  Albemarle 
is  not  a  stable  one.   A  concerted  effort  should  be  made  to 
diversify  and  attract  high  growth  industries  that  employ  male 
members  of  the  labor  force. 


TABLE  16       SENSITIVITY  OF  NON-AGRICULTURAL  INDUSTRIES  TO 

CHANGES  IN  NATIONAL  BUSINESS  CYCLE 
ALBEMARLE,  1960 

Per  Cent  of 
Albemar le 
Industry Employment 

Group   1   (Highly  Insensitive) 

Trucking  ,93 

Communications  o45 

Utilities  1.19 

Education  4,36 

Medical  and  other  professions  5,33 

Public  administration  3,45     15.71 

Group   2   (Markedly  Insensitive) 

Foods  2,50 
Printing,  publishing  and 

allied  products  .76 

Business  and  repair  services  1.41 

Finance,  insurance  and  real  estate  2.65      7«32 

Group   3   (Average  Sensitivity) 

Apparel  and  other  fabricated  textiles 

Chemical  and  allied  products 

Railroad  and  railway  express 

Wholesale 

All  retail 

Private  households 

Other  personal  service,  entertainment 

and  recreat  i  on 

Group   4   (Markedly  Sensitive) 

Furniture,  lumber  and  wood  products 
Textile  mill  products 
Cons  truct ion 

Group   5   (Highly  Sensitive) 

Primary  metals 

Fabricated  metals 

Machinery  (excluding  electric) 

Other  transportation  equipment 

Tota  1 

Agriculture,  forestry,  fisheries 
"Other"  and  not  classified 

Grand  Total 


1. 

.34 

, 

.07 

, 

.16 

2.86 

14, 

.08 

3, 

,90 

3, 

.26 

2. 

,03 

38, 

.29 

4, 

,32 

25.67 


44.64 


.67 

o23 

o61 

ol7 

2.68 

96.02 

1.02 

2.96 

100.00 
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MANUFACTURING 

Since  manufacturing  activity  has  been  and  probably  will 
continue  to  be  one  of  the  major  keys  to  Albemarle's  economic 
growthj  it  is  analyzed  in  some  detail  in  the  discussion  that 
follows,,   Although  some  of  the  facts  and  their  implications 
brought  out  in  this  section  are  perhaps  repetitious,  it  is 
still  wise  to  draw  as  many  helpful  conclusions  as  possible 
about  trends  in  manufacturing  growth. 

Manufacturing  Concentration  and  Growth  Potential 

Table  17  is  similar  to  the  previous  tables  that  showed 
the  indexes  of  local  specialization.   The  indexes  in  Table  17 
17  were  computed  by  the  same  formula*  except  total  manufactur- 
ing employment  was  inserted  into  the  formula  instead  of  total 
employment  for  each  area.   This  affords  a  more  detailed  obser- 
vation of  manufacturing.   For  example,  a  local  industry  which 
contains  only  a  small  percentage  of  total  employment  in  the 
community  may  not  be  under-developed  when  comparing  it  in 
relation  to  its  importance  in  other  areas. 

Albemarle  manufacturing  employment  is  concentrated  in  pri- 
mary metals  and  textile  mill  products  when  compared  with  the 
State  and  only  in  textiles  when  compared  with  the  United  State 
In  either  case^  there  is  heavy  concentration  of  employment  in 
too  few  industries. 

Most  of  the  remaining  industries  are  not  approaching 
specialization  to  a  marked  degree  (index  approaching  1.00). 
However,  it  may  be  noted  that  in  relation  to  the  State,  pri- 
mary metals  and  printing,  publishing,  and  allied  products  had 


Where  ei  ^  local  industry  employment 

ei  =  total  manufacturing  employment 

EI  =  industry  employment  of  the  larger  unit 

(Stanly  County,  N.  C,  or  U.  S.) 
ET  =  total  manufacturing  employment  of  the 

larger  unit 
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indexes  of  .80  and  .61  in  1960,  respectively,  indicating  growth 
potentialo   The  index  of  A  Iberaar le/ United  States  indicates  possi- 
ble growth  potential  in  furniture,  lumber  and  wood  products,  and 
to  a  lesser  degree,  primary  metals  and  foods. 

Although  textiles  completely  dominated  Albemarle  manufactur- 
ing employment  in  1960  (79  per  cent)^  there  are  other  industries 
that  are  major  industries  in  terms  of  per  cent  of  total  manufac- 
turing employment.   These^,  however,  are  far  below  textiles  in 
numbers  of  persons  employed  and  are  not  "basic"  by  our  previous 
definition^   In  spite  of  this,  it  is  interesting  to  note  from 
Table  18  how  Albemarle  fared  in  these  industries  in  relation  to 
trends  of  these  same  industries  in  the  United  States, 

The  most  important  fact  to  be  derived  from  Table  18  is  that 
textile  manufacturing  employment  experienced  a  22  per  cent  decline 
nationally  in  the  last  decade.   Textile  industries  in  Albemarle 


TABLE  18    COMPARISON  OF  EMPLOYMENT  TRENDS  OF  ALBEMARLE  AND 
STANLY  COUNTY  OF  MAJOR  INDUSTRIES  WITH  NATIONAL 
TRENDS,  1940-1960,  BY  PER  CENT 


Per  Cent   Change 
United  States 

Per  Cent  Change 
Stanly  County 

Per  Cent  Change 
Albemarle 

1940-50 

1950-60 

1940-50 

1950-60 

1940-50 

1950-60 

Lumber  , 

wood  and 
furniture 

32.0 

-10.8 

50,0 

70.7 

NA 

105.8 

Textiles 

5.2 

-22.3 

8.3 

9.7 

NA 

-20.8 

Appare  1 

36,1 

8.7 

342.2 

57.1 

NA 

29,1 

Food 

23,2 

23.0 

70.4 

59.5 

NA 

29,4 

paralleled  this  national  trend  with  a  decline  of  20o8  per  cent. 
Also,  Albemarle  saw  significant  gains  in  lumber,  wood,  and  fur- 
niture and  apparel,  but  United  States  employment  in  the  former 
decreased  by  almost  U  per  cent  and  the  latter  is  a  slow  growth 
industry  when  viewed  on  the  national  level. 
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Trends  in  Past  Manufacturing  Activl 
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Table  19  indicates  various  aspects  of  manufacturing  trends 
from  1954  to  1958  for  Albemarle  and  Stanly  County.   Also  in- 
cluded for  comparison  purposes  are  Fayetteville  and  Raleigh, 
North  Carolina. 

Albemarle  suffered  declines  in  number  of  manufacturing 
establishmentss,  number  of  employees  and  number  of  production 
workers.   Stanly  County  also  experienced  declines  in  number  of 
employees  and  number  of  production  workers.   Table  19  reflects 
the  trend  toward  automation,  probably  in  textiles.   It  may  be 
observed  that  both  Albemarle  and  Stanly  County  had  substantial 
increases  in  new  capital  expenditures,  yet  both  also  had  employ- 
ment declinese   One  could  venture  a  fairly  accurate  guess  that 
many  of  these  new  capital  expenditures  were  for  machinerys 


TABLE  19 


MANUFACTURING  TRENDS  -  ALBEMARLE  AND  STANLY  COUNTY 

1954-1958 

Production  Workers 


No.   No. 

of    of     Payroll 

Ests^Empl.  ($1000)   No.    ($ 1000  )($  1000  )( $1 000  )   Mfg 


New      Value 

Man  Caps     Added 

Hours   Wages   Expeno   by 


Stanly 

County   1954 
1958 

64 
72 

6976 
6616 

18272 
20775 

6395 
5791 

11140 
10895 

15356 
16145 

1464 
2537 

30187 
37405 

Per  eent 

Change       +12«5 

-5,2 

+  13.7 

-9.4 

-2.2 

+  5,1 

+  73.3 

+  25,9 

A Ibemar le 

1954 
1958 

26 
23 

4614 
4463 

10328 
12484 

4393 
40  21 

7129 
7331 

9201 
10161 

324 
1968 

16212 
21105 

Per  Gent 
Change 

-11,5 

-3,3 

+  20.9 

-8.5 

+  2.8 

+  10,4 

+507.4 

+  30,2 

Fayetteville 
1954 
1958 

32 
41 

1766 
2318 

4384 
7095 

1415 
1820 

2926 
3828 

3054 
4839 

348 
675 

8491 
13487 

Per  Cent 
Change 

28.1 

31.2 

62.7 

28.6 

30.8 

58.4 

94,0 

58.8 

Raleigh  ^^.^ 
1958 

61 
77 

2384 
2878 

7701 
10605 

1555 
1880 

2956 
3741 

4299 
5952 

528 
1809 

12718 
21610 

Per  Cent 
Change 

26.2 

20,7 

37,7 

20.9 

26.6 

38,5 

242.6 

69.9 

39 


In  areas  of  manufacturing  actrfvity  where  Albemarle  experi- 
enced increases  (payrolls,  man  hours,  wages  and  value  added),  it 
is  interesting  to  note  that  the  rates  of  increase  were  below  those 
of  Fayetteville  and  Raleigh.   The  same  is  true  for  Stanly  County. 


TRENDS  IN  RETAIL  TRADES  AND  SERVICES, 
WHOLESALING  AND  AGRICULTURE 

Retail  Trade 

Table  20  shows  that  retail  trade  in  Stanly  County  (inclu- 
ding Albemarle)  fared  quite  well  from  1954  to  1958.   The  number 
of  establishments,  the  number  of  employees,  annual  sales  and  pay- 
rolls all  increased  during  the  four-year  period. 

In  order  to  achieve  a  broader  view  of  the  retail  trade 
trends  occurring  within  the  County,  and  thereby  facilitate  a 
fuller  understanding  of  these  trends  and  the  resulting  ramifi- 
cations, the  Albemarle  data  is  subtracted  from  that  of  Stanly 
County,  making  possible  a  separate  study  of  each.   As  a  result, 
it  can  be  seen  that  retail  trade  in  the  County  (exclusive  of 
Albemarle)  is  growing  at  a  rapid  rate.   Sales,  payrolls,  number 
employed,  and  the  number  of  establishments  all  showed  a  large 
increase  between  1954  and  1958.   This  growth  may  primarily  be 
attributed  to  the  general  trend  toward  the  creation  of  commer- 
cial establishments  away  from  the  central  business  district. 
These  establishments  serve  not  only  those  persons  residing  in 
the  newly  developed  residential  areas,  but  those  residing  in 
the  rural  areas  as  well.   The  resulting  situation  is  one  in 
which  many  persons,  who  at  one  time  did  their  retailing  within 
the  corporate  limits  of  Albemarle,  no  longer  find  it  necessary 
to  do  so.   In  brief,  the  situation  is  one  in  which  people  are 
finding  it  more  and  more  unnecessary  to  come  to  the  old  estab- 
lished business  district  because  new  commercial  enterprises 
are  coming  to  them. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  retail  trade  trends  for  Albemarle 
indicate  a  condition  which  contrasts  rather  sharply  with  that 
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of  the  County^   The  number  of  establishments  actually  decreased; 
however,  salesj  payrollsj  and  the  number  employed  increased  some- 
what.  The  resulting  situation  is  not  one  for  undue  alarm,  but 
it  would  be  wise  for  Albemarle's  merchants  to  work  toward  improve- 
ment of  their  retailing  establishments  in  an  effort  to  capture  a 
larger  portion  of  the  market  in  hopes  of  reversing  the  trend  to- 
ward a  decreasing  growth  rate.   In  this  respectj  Albemarle  has 
taken  a  step  in  the  right  direction  in  contracting  for  a  CBD 
study.   This  report  will  explore  the  existing  central  business 
district  and  present  a  plan  for  improvement  and  renovation.  The 
fact  that  salesj  payrolls,  and  the  number  employed  all  increased, 
despite  a  17.7  per  cent  decrease  in  the  number  of  establishments, 
indicates  a  trend  toward  larger  but  fewer  stores. 


TABLE  20 


RETAIL  TRADE  -  STANLY  COUNTY,  ALBEMARLE  AND 
REMAINDER  OF  THE  COUNTY,  1948-1958 


1948 


Per  Cen 
1954    Change 


t        Per  Cent 
1958    Change 


Stanly  County 
No.  establishments 
Yearly  sales  ($000) 
Payroll  ($000) 
No.  employees 

A Ibemar  le 

No,  e s tab  1 i shmenta 
Yearly  sales  ($000) 
Payroll  ($000) 
No,  employees 

Remainder  of  County 
No.  establishments 
Yearly  sales  ($000) 
Payroll  ($000) 

No.  employees 

NA  =  Not  Available 

Retail  Sales  -  Albemarle,  as 


411 

398 

19877 

28604 

1715 

2372 

1119 

1120 

NA 

214 

NA 

22260 

NA 

2048 

NA 

946 

NA 

184 

NA 

6344 

NA 

324 

NA 

174 

-3.2 

43.9 

38.3 

0,1 


446 

33685 

2884 

1284 

176 

23507 

2340 

989 

270 

10178 

544 

295 


12,1 
17,8 
21,6 
14,6 

■17,7 

5.6 

14.2 

4,5 

46.8 
60.4 
68,0 
69,6 


Per  Cent  of  Stanly  County 


Another  method  used  for  determining  retail 
is  to  observe  and  compare  retail  sales  in  Alberaa 
total  retail  sales  of  Stanly  County.   (See  Chart 

From  1948  to  1954  Albemarle's  per  cent  of 
sales  of  Stanly  County  remained  almost  static. 
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some  categories  served  to  neutralize  gains  made  in  others,  with 
the  results  being  that  total  retail  sales  remained  almost  un- 
changed.  The  four-year  period  following  1934  presents  an  en- 
tirely different  picture.   Albemarle's  per  cent  ot  total  Stanly 
County  retail  sales  decreased  by  8  per  cent.   The  only  gains 
realized  were  in  furniture,  home  furnishings,  and  food  stores. 

The  fact  that  there  is  a  percentage  decline  in  certain 
types  of  retail  business  in  Albemarle  relative  to  County  sales 
does  not  necessarily  indicate  a  decrease  in  retail  trade,  but 
rather  it  indicates  the  County  is  becoming  more  active  in 
commerce.   For  example,  in  Albemarle  total  retail  sales  did  in 
fact  increase  during  the  four-year  period  of  1954  to  1958;  how- 
ever, sales  in  the  County  increased  at  a  much  higher  rate  with 
the  results  being  that  Albemarle  sales  decreased  as  a  per  cent 
of  total  County  sales.   Since  that  which  is  true  for  the  whole 
can  also  be  true  for  the  separate  parts,  often  times  a  particu- 
lar type  of  retailing  will  experience  a  decrease  as  a  per  cent 
of  total  County  sales  while  at  the  same  time  experience  an 
increase  in  yearly  sales. 

Retail  Sales  (1958)  Relative  to  Personal 
Income  of  Albemarle  Residents  (1959) 

A  method  used  to  measure  the  performance  of  retail  trade 
in  a  given  locale  is  to  compare  the  relationship  of  personal 
income  to  retail  sales.   If  total  retail  sales  exceed  personal 
income  it  would  indicate  that  the  primary  trade  area  extends 
beyond  the  corporate  limits.   On  the  other  hand,  if  total  retail 
sales  are  less  than  total  personal  income,  it  would  appear  the 
primary  trade  area  does  not  extend  beyond  the  corporate  limits 
and,  in  fact,  may  to  some  extent  be  part  of  another  trade  area. 
Table  21  shows  that  Albemarle  fortunately  falls  into  the  first 
category.   Total  retail  sales  are  far  above  total  personal 
income,  indicating  that  the  primary  trade  area  extends  well 
beyond  the  corporate  limits. 
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By  applying  the  North  Carolina  retail  sales  income  ratio 
of  ,6728  to  Albemarle,  a  standard  is  provided  by  which  to  eval- 
uate retail  sales.   This  gives  the  theoretical  amount  Albemarle 
can  expect  to  receive  a  year  based  upon  the  State  average  which 
comes  to  $  12 , 823 , 450 .   However,  as  is  shown  by  Table  21,  the 
actual  value  of  retail  sales  amounts  to  $23,507,000;  thus  Albe- 
marle received  $10,683,550  more  per  year  than  expected  or  83.5 
per  cent  more  than  it  would  have  had  it  conformed  to  the  State 
average  « 


TABLE  21       RETAIL  SALES,  1958,  RELATIVE  TO  TOTAL 
PERSONAL  INCOME,  1959 


N .  Albemar le 

Stanly       S,  Albemarle 

Albemar  le C  ounty Townships 


1949  Total  Personal 

Income  $19,059,824   $52,296,228   $29,996,012 

1958  Total  Retail 

Sales  23,507,000    33,685,000    23,507,000 

Retail  Sales  as  a 

Per  Cent  of  Income      123.3         64.4  78.4 

Expected  Sales  if 

State  RS/Income 

Ratio*  is  Applied 

to  Area  Income  12,823,450    35,184,902    20,181,317 

Difference  Actual 

froTii  Expected 

(State  Ratio)  +10,683,550    -1,499,902    +3,325,683 

Expected  Sales  if 

U.  S.  RS/Income 

RatioT«*f  is  Applied 

to  Area  Income  11,449,236    31,414,344    18,018,604 

Difference  Actual 

from  Expected 

(U.  S.  Ratio)  +12,057,764    +2,270,656    +5,488,396 


*  N.  C.  Ratio  =  .6728 
**  U.  S.  Ratio  =  .6007 
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TABLE  22     RETAIL  TRADES  -  ALBEMARLE,  ASHEBORO, 
FAYETTEVILLE  AND  RALEIGH  -  1954  &  1958 


A Ibemar  le 

No,  establishments 
Yearly  sales  ($000) 
Payroll  ($000) 
No.  employees 

Ahsebor  o 

No.  establishments 
Yearly  sales  ($000) 
Payroll  ($000) 
No.  employees 

Fayettevil le 
No,  establishments 
Yearly  sales  ($000) 
Payroll  ($000) 
No,  employees 

Raleigh 


^ 


No,  establishments 
Yearly  sales  ($000) 
Payroll  ($000) 
No,  emp 1 oyee  s 


Per  Cent 

1954 

1958 

214 

176 

-17,7 

22,260 

23,507 

14,2 

2,048 

2,340 

5,6 

946 

989 

4.5 

239 

183 

-23,4 

23,437 

25,957 

20,1 

2,446 

2,938 

10.7 

1,041 

1,261 

21,1 

584 

634 

8,6 

82,190 

92,847 

16.9 

8,878 

10,384 

12,9 

3,994 

4,431 

10,9 

814 

786 

-3,4 

112,102 

136,070 

15,8 

14,242 

16,489 

22,3 

6,132 

6,404 

4,4 

Albemarle  Retail  Trades  Compared 

Table  22  illustrates  and  compares  retail  trade  trends  for 
Albemarle  and  three  other  communities  (Raleigh,  Fayetteville 
and  Asheboro),  A  wide  divergence  in  population  and  economic 
activity  among  the  three  prevents  the  realization  of  a  truly 
accurate  comparison;  however,  it  does  offer  the  reader  a  yard- 
stock  with  which  to  measure  and  compare  the  retail  trends  of 
Albemarle  with  those  of  other  communities. 

Generally  speaking,  all  but  Fayetteville  had  a  decrease 
in  the  number  of  establishments  and  all  experienced  approxi- 
mately the  same  increase  in  saleso   Albemarle  fell  behind  the 
others  in  the  per  cent  increase  in  payrolls  and,  with  the 
exception  of  Raleigh,  experienced  the  smallest  per  cent  increase 
in  the  number  of  employees. 


ALBEMARLE 


RETAIL  TRADE  AREA 


CABARRUS 


^0 


MONTGOMERY 


MAP  -  I 


Albemarle's  Retail  Trade  Area 

Albemarle's  retail  trade  area  has  been  determined  by  the 
use  of  Reilly's  Law  of  Retail  Gravitation  which  states  that 
"two  cities  attract  retail  trade  from  any  intermediate  city  or 
town  in  the  vicinity  of  the  breaking  point  approximately  in 
direct  proportion  to  the  populations  of  the  two  cities  and  in 
inverse  proportion  to  the  square  of  the  distances  from  these 
two  cities  to  the  intermediate  town",*   This  mathematical 
formula  provides  a  method  by  which  it  is  possible  to  obtain  a 
very  generalized  picture  of  the  shopping  tendencies  for  the 
area  surrounding  an  urban  center.   Map  I  shows  a  graphic 
illustration  of  the  approximate  retail  trade  area  for  Albemarle 
by  shading  the  area  in  which  most  shoppers  come  to  Albemarle  to 
buy  most  kinds  of  goods. 

Service  Trades 

Despite  a  decline  in  the  number  of  establishments,  the 
city  experienced  increases  in  payrolls,  sales  and  the  number 
of  employees  from  1954  to  1958.   Numerically,  Albemarle  has  more 
establishments,  more  employees,  higher  sales  and  a  larger  pay- 
roll than  does  the  remainder  of  Stanly  County.   Proportionately, 
however,  Stanly  County  is  increasing  at  a  much  more  rapid  rate 
in  all  areas.   In  Table   24  note  particularly  the  130  per  cent 
increase  in  yearly  sales  and  the  80  per  cent  increase  in  the 
number  of  establishments  for  Stanly  County  (excluding  Albemarle) 
as  compared  with  13.4  per  cent  increase  in  yearly  sales  and 
13.0  per  cent  decrease  in  the  number  of  establishments  for 
Albemarle.   This  provides  an  excellent  illustration  of  the 
trend  toward  out-migration  of  business  to  the  fringe  and  rural 
areas  . 


*  William  J.  Reilly,  The_  Law  of_  Retail  Gravitation,  G. 
Putnam  Sons  (1931),  page  9 
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Wholesale  Trades 

Table  23  shows  the  behavior  occurring  in  wholesale  trades 
for  Albemarle,  Stanly  County  and  Stanly  County  excluding  Albe- 
marle«   It  is,  however,  impossible  to  ascertain  an  accurate 
comprehensive  picture,  except  for  Stanly  County  as  a  whole 
since,  in  the  Census,  several  figures  were  withheld  to  avoid 
disclosureo   While  the  inability  to  acquire  complete  data 
renders  a  detailed  comparison  of  Albemarle  and  Stanly  County 
(excluding  Albemarle.)  impossible,  it  is  possible  to  observe 
the  relative  growth  rate  of  their  respective  wholesaling  units. 
From  1954  to  1958  Albemarle  added  only  one  unit  for  a  5  per 
cent  increase;  Stanly  County  (excluding  Albemarle)  added  nine 
units  representing  an  increase  of  180  per  cent.   On  the  basis 
of  wholesaling  trends,  it  would  seem  reasonable  to  assume  that 
the  proportionate  growth  rate  in  all  areas  would  be  much  greater 
for  the  County  (excluding  Albemarle)  than  for  the  City  itself. 

Wholesale  trades  are  a  basic  industry  of  high  growth 
potential  and  as  such  are  highly  desirable  and  very  important 
to  the  economic  development  of  any  area.   While  Albemarle  is 
not,  nor  is  likely  to  become,  a  major  distribution  center, 
efforts  should  be  made  to  attract  more  industry  of  this  type, 

Stanly  County  Agricultural  Trends 

Agriculture  as  a  source  of  employment  is  becoming  increas- 
ingle  less  important  in  the  economy  of  Stanly  County.   As  shown 
by  Table  25,  since  1950  the  number  of  farms  has  been  steadily 
decreasing;  howeverj,  the  size  of  the  average  farm  is  increasing. 
Many  marginal  farm  units  of  low  productivity  are  either  ceasing 
to  exist  or  are  being  absorbed  into  other  larger  farms.   The 
number  of  persons  earning  their  livelihood  by  farming  is  also 
decreasing. 

The  fact  that  various  aspects  of  agricultural  activities 
are  decreasing  does  not  indicate  that  agriculture  will  cease  to 
exist  as  an  important  economic  factor.   Table  26  illustrates 


'ASLE  23     WHOLESALE  TRADE  -  STANLY  COUNTY,  ALBEMARLE  AND 
REMAINDER  OF  THE  COUNTY.  1948  -  1958 

Per  Cent           Per  Cent 
1948    1954    Change    1958     Change 


Stanly  County 
No.  establishments 
Yearly  sales  ($000) 
Payroll  ($000) 
No.  employees 

Albemarle 

No,  establishments 
Yearly  sales  ($000) 
Payroll  ($000) 
No.  emp 1 oyee  s 

Remainder  of  County 
Noo  establishments 
Yearly  sales  ($000.^ 
Payroll  ($000) 
No.  employees 


33 

25 

-24,2 

35 

40,0 

6,446 

8,482 

31.6 

11,063 

30,4 

241 

414 

71.8 

719 

73.7 

112 

163 

45,5 

208 

27.6 

NA 

20 

21 

5.0 

NA 

D 

__ 

6,161 

NA 

D 

— 

301 

NA 

D 

— 

88 

NA 

5 

14 

180.0 

NA 

NA 

— 

4,902 

NA 

NA 

__ 

418 

NA 

NA 

— 

120 

NA  =  Not  Available 
D  =  Withheld  to  avoid  disclosure 


TABLE  24     SERVICE  TRADES*  -  STANLY  COUNTY,  ALBEMARLE  AND 
REMAINDER  OF  THE  COUNTY,  1948  -  1958 


Per  Cent  Per  Cent 

1948    1954    Change    1958     Change 


Stanly  County 

No.  establishments  129  167  29.5  204  22.2 

Yearly  sales  ($000)  1,028  1,696  65.0  2,469  45.6 

Payroll  ($000)  310  365  17.7  553  51.5 

No.  employees  248  239  -3.6  286  19.7 

Albemar le 

No.  establishments  NA  101  --  87  -13.9 

Yearly  sales  ($000)  NA  1,227  --  1,391  13.4 

Payroll  ($000)  NA  281  --  394  40.2 

No.  employees  NA  187  --  202  8.0 


129 

167 

29 

.5 

204 

1,028 

1,696 

65 

.0 

2,469 

310 

365 

17 

.7 

553 

248 

239 

-3 

.6 

286 

NA 

101 

__ 

87 

NA 

1,227 

-- 

1,391 

NA 

281 

-- 

394 

NA 

187 

-- 

202 

NA 

65 

__ 

117 

NA 

469 

— 

1,078 

NA 

84 

— 

159 

NA 

52 

-- 

84 

business 

and  repa 

ir 

serv 

ices 

80.0 

130.0 

89.4 


Remainder  of  County 
No.  establishments 
Yearly  sales  ($000) 
Payroll  ($000) 

Noc  employees NA 52 ^z §i 61_^ 

NA  =  Not  Available 
*Includes  personal 
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just  how  very  important  agriculture  is  to  the  economy  of  Stanly 
County.   From  1954  to  1959  the  total  dollar  value  of  all  farm 
products  sold  increased  by  63o9  per  cent.   Thus,  while  it  is 
true  that  agriculture  as  a  source  of  employment  is  decreasing 
in  importance,  it  is  still  very  important  in  terms  of  dollars 
and  cents. 


TABLE  25 


STANLY  COUNTY  AGRICULTURAL  TRENDS,  1950-1959 


1950 


1954 


Per  Cent 
Change    1' 


Per  Cent 
Change 


Number  of  farms 
Acreage  in  farms 
Per  cent  of 
total  C  ounty 
acreage  in  farms 
Average  farm  size 
White  operators 
Acres  operated 
by  white 
operat  or  s 
Non-wh  i  te 
operat  or  s 
Acre  s  operated 
by  non-white 
opera  tors 


2,595 

2,244 

-13.5 

1,645 

-26.7 

192,019 

174,234 

-9.3 

150,142 

-13.8 

75.2 

68.2 

58.8 

74.0 

77.6 

91.3 

2,495 

2,197 

-11.9 

1,624 

-26.1 

188,372 

173,068 

-8.1 

148,921 

-14.0 

100 

46 

-53.0 

21 

-55.3 

3,647 


1,166 


-66.0  1,221 


+  4.7 


Decrease  in  farms  due  to  change  in  farm  definitions  1954  to 

1959:     239 

Source:   Census  of  Agriculture,  United  States  Department  of 
C  ommer  ce 


The  above  illustrates  a  trend  which  is  generally  occurring 
throughout  the  State  and  nation.   The  number  of  farm  units  is 
decreasing,  but  the  remaining  units  are  larger,  more  efficient, 
more  mechanized,  and  more  productive.   A  major  problem  resulting 
from  this  trend  is  the  necessity  to  provide  employment  for  dis- 
placed farm  workers.   The  failure  of  Stanly  County  to  do  this 
is  one  of  the  primary  factors  responsible  for  the  large  amount 
of  out-migration  which  has  occurred. 


TABLE  26 


AGRICULTURAL  TRENDS  -  STANLY  COUNTY 


ANLY 
UNTY 


1954 


Sales 


1959 


I  farm  pr  oduct s 
Id.    Total 

Average 
1  crops  sold: 
Field  crops 
other  than 
vege  tables, 
fruits,  etc« 
ge  t ab le  s 
aits  &  nuts 
rest  products  & 
ct  icu  1  tur a  1 
jcia  1  ty  products 
I  1 ive  s t  ock  & 
*?estock  products 
Jltry  & 

iltry  products 
iry  products 
»re  s  t  ock  & 
»^estock  products 
ler  than  poultry 
dairy  products 


$3,490,885 

1,562 

1,475,198 


1,362,723 

6,320 

12,745 


93,410 

2,015,687 

958,458 
538,937 

518,292 


Per  Cent  Sales 


Per  Cent 


100.0 


42.3 


$5,721,040 

3,440 

1,241,207 


100.0 
21.8 


39 

.1 

.18 

.36 

1 

,146 

1 
8 

,415 

,081 

012 

20,0 
.01 
.14 

2 

7 

85 

699 

1.5 

57 

6 

4 

479 

833 

78.4 

27 
15 

5 
8 

2 

1 

461 
092 

578 
630 

43.2 
19.1 

Per  Cent 
Increase 


63.9 
120.2 
-15.9 


-15.9 
■  484.6 
-37.2 


-8.3 
122.2 


156.8 
102.7 


14. i 


925,625 


16,2 


ITH  CAROLINA 


I  farm  products 
Ld:   Total 

Average 
L  crops  sold: 

$733 
606 

,460,645 

2,737 

,013,673 

100 
82 

,0 
7 

$797,213 

4 

568,667 

,555 

,184 

482 

100.0 
71,4 

8 
53 
-6 

7 

,0 

5 

"ield  crops 
Jther  than 
/ege  tables  ^ 
:ru  its,  etCo 
;e  tables 
lits  6c  nuts 

576 
8 

7 

,550,054 

,837.132 

116,552 

78 

1 
1 

6 
2 
0 

528,495 
8,475 
7,317 

574 
809 
250 

66,4 

1,6 

o9 

-8 

-4 

2 

4 
1 
8 

■est  products  6c 
ft icul tural 
scialty  products 
L  livestock  6c 
/estock  products 

13 
127 

509,935 
446,972 

1 
17 

8 

4 

24,378 
228,546 

849 
073 

3,5 
28.8 

8 

7 

0 
9 

iltry  6c  poultry 
)ducts 

ry  products 
'estock  6c 
'estock  products 

47 
35 

518,033 
952,487 

6 
4 

5 
9 

99,337 
49,676 

098 
811 

12.5 
6,2 

109 
38 

0 
2 

ler  than  poultry 
iairy  products 

43 

976,452 

6 

0 

79,482 

164 

9,95 

80 

8 

THE  LASOR  FORCE 

In  1960  the  Albemarle  labor  force  numbered  5,638  persons  -■ 
.3,339  males  and  2,299  females.   Of  the  total  males  14  years  of 
,age  and  over,  82  per  cent  are  in  the  labor  force.   Almost  48  per 
cent  of  the  females  14  years  of  age  and  over  are  in  the  labor 
force  o 


Age  Characteristics 

The  following  is  the  proportion  of  males  and  females  in 
the  labor  force  of  Albemarle  and  Stanly  County  in  1960: 


Stanly  County 

Per  cent  male 
Per  cent  female 


63.5 
36.5 


Albemarle 

Per  cent  male 
Per  cent  female 


59.2 
40.8 


As  may  be  noted,  women  account  for  a  larger  proportion  of  the 
labor  force  in  Albemarle  than  in  Stanly  County.   This  is  prob- 
ably a  reflection  of  the  textile  industry,  since  many  plants 
employ  womeno 


COMPOSITION     OF     LABOR     FORCE    BY    AGE    AND    SEX 

35% 
30 
25 
20 
I  5 
I  0 

5 
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W^ 
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r4 

A 
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1 

- 

1 
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r  1 

■n 
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TOTAL    MALE 
TOTAL    FEMALE 
MALE 


3,339 
2,299 


TOTAL    MALE  10,794 

TOTAL    FEMALE        6,2  12 

FEMALE    cm 

CHART- 8 


Chart  8  indicates  age  and  sex  characteristics  of  the  Albe- 
riarle  and  Stanly  County  labor  forceso   Generally,  it  may  be 
assumed  that  the  younger  the  age  composition  of  a  labor  force, 
the  more  vigorous  it  is  and  the  easier  it  would  be  to  transmit 
new  job  skillso   Due  primarily  to  previous  out-migration  patterns 
the  age  structure  of  the  Albemarle  labor  force  is  comparatively 
older  than  would  normally  be  expected.   In  1960,  approximately 
;56  per  cent  of  the  male  labor  force  was  45  years  of  age  and 
over;  for  females  this  figure  was  about  33  per  cento   The  same 
[situation  also  exists  in  the  County. 

Uomen  in  the  Labor  Force 


Of  the  total  females  14  years  of  age  and  over  in  Albemarle, 
about  48  per  cent  are  in  the  labor  force.   This  is  a  higher 
proportion  than  in  the  State,  Urban  North  Carolina,  and  Stanly 
(bounty,  indicating  a  heavy  dependence  upon  female  labor. 

There  is  also  good  evidence  to  support  the  fact  that  many 
women  are  working  to  supplement  family  income.   Of  the  total 
::emale  labor  force  of  Albemarle,  almost  67  per  cent  of  these 
women  are  married,  and  17  per  cent  have  children  less  than  six 
"ears  of  age »   Also,  in  1960  unemployment  was  much  higher  for 
i-.he  Albemarle  female  labor  force  than  other  areas  with  which  i: 
was  compared.   For  example,  in  1960,  9  per  cent  of  the  existing 
::emale  labor  force  in  Albemarle  was  unemployed.   This  is  in 
comparison  to  6„2  per  cent  for  the  State,  6o0  per  cent  for 
Urban  North  Carolina,  and  6,8  per  cent  for  Stanly  County. 

Worker  Availability 

Chart  9  shows  the  estimate  of  production  worker  availabil- 
ity in  a  twenty-mile  recruiting  area  of  Albemarle  and  indicates 
uhat  about  350  high  school  graduates  from  this  area  enter  the 
labor  market  each  year.   More  informative,  perhaps,  in  relatioa 
to  potential  worker  availability  for  Albemarle   is  the  fact  that 
2,295  production  workers  would  be  available  for  employment  if 
1obs  were  available  to  them.   However,  closer  examination  of 


EMPLOYMENT   SECURITY    COMMISSION    OF     NORTH   CAROLINA 
ESTIMATE    OF   RESIDENT   PRODUCTION    WORKER   AVAILABILITY 


Albemarle 


N.    C.  ■        Decembei 


1963 


I  n  P  0  R  T  A  IJ  T 

ESTIMATED    NUMBER    AND    CHARACTERISTICS    OF    PERSONS  ESTIMATE    BASEO    ON   THE    PREMISE      THAT    NEW    OR    EX- 

WITHIH      THIS      AREA   WHO    POSSESS      PRODUCTION      JOB  PANOI HG    I NOUSTR Y  Wl Lt   AFFOR 0  WAGES    AND  WORKI N6 

SKILLS    AND    PERSONS    UNDER    45    YEARS    OF    AGE    DEEMED  CONDITIONS      EQUAL   TO      OR    SLIGHTLY    BETTER      THAN 

TRAINABLE    FOR    PRODUCTION    JOBS.  PRESENT    INDUSTRIAL    PATTERN    OF    THE    AREA. 


RECRUITING  AREAj      20      MILE  RADIUS 
(ROAD  MILES)  FOR  SITES    IN  OR  NEA8 
Albemarle . 

POPUUTION  Of  ENCiRCLtO  Afi£A« 

63,410 

(tSGO  Census)      ~" 

EACH  YEAR  APPROXiMATElV  350 

HIGH  SCHOOL  GRADUATES   ENTER  THE 
LABOR  MARKET   IN  THE  ENCIRCLED  AREA. 


V/ithin  This  Area  The  Estimated  Mumber  of  Production  Type  \.'orkers  Available  Is  — 


CHARACTERISTICS 

Total 

WHITE 

Other                      I 

MALE 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Total  Estimate  of  Available 
Proouction  Type  workers 

2,295 

575 

955 

375 

390 

Skilled 

80 

75 

5 

-- 

-- 

SEMISKILLED 

555 

170 

310 

65 

10 

TRAINABLE    FOR    PRODUCTION   JOBS 

Demanding  Skill  Development 

1,660 

330 

640 

310 

380 

!                                  EXPERIENCED  WORKERS, 

BY  Industry 

Industry 

SEMI-SKILLED 

Textiles  Inc.    Hosiery 

40 

275 

40 

I/ietal 

20 

70 

Furniture 

5 

20 

ESTIMATE    OF    flECRUITABLE  WORKERS    IN    AREa| 

MILES 

Hale 

Female 

0   TO    15 

565 

895 

15    TO   20 

385 

450 

20  TO  25 

CHART  -9 


WOMEN  IN  THE  LABOR  FORCE  -ALBEMARLE 
SELECTED  AREAS.  I9  60 


State       Urban  North  & 

°f  Places  in  South 

North       North     Stanly    Albemarle 


Females  14  yrs. 

""""■--y   . 

a  ioemar  le 

of  age  &  over 
Per  Cent 

1,600, 
100. 

,721 
.0 

679,846 
lOOoO 

15,084 
100.0 

7,676 
lOOoO 

4,826 
100.0 

In  the  labor  force 
Per  Cent 

600, 
37. 

,061 
,5 

301j,405 
44„3 

6,212 
41.2 

3,374 
44„0 

2,299 
47,6 

[n  the  labor  force 

k  husband  present 
Per  Cent 

376, 
62, 

,148 
,7 

172,670 
57.3 

4,450 
71.6 

2,375 
70.4 

1,529 
66.5 

Jho  have  children 
Less  than  6  yrs. 
3f  age  335,504 

Per  Cent  55.9 

Jot  in  labor 
force 

Per  Cent 

Imp  1  oyed 

Per  Cent  of 
Labor  Force 

Inemp  1  oye  d 
Per  Cent  of 
Lab  or  For  ce  6.2 


45,153 
15o0 


1,000,670   378,441 
62.5        55o7 


1,307 
21.0 


8,872 
58.8 


562,967 

283,215 

5,791 

93.8 

94,0 

93.2 

36,255 

181, 143 

421 

554 
16.  4 

4,302 
56,0 

3,090 

91.6 
284 


384 
16.7 


2,527 
52.4 

2,091 


91.0 
208 

9.0 


;he  information  reveals  that  the  larger  proportion  of  these  are 
romen,  particularly  whites.   Furthermore,  only  eighty  skilled  workers 
ire  available,  75  of  which  are  male. 

Of  the  total  figure,  only  555  are  semi-skilled  workers,  310  of 
?hich  are  white  females.   Finally,  there  are  1,660  persons  who  are 
trainable  for  pr oduct ion- type  jobs  --  again  predominantly  women. 
:he  available  experienced  workers  are  mostly  semi-skilled  textile 
workers  . 


If  Albemarle  were  to  attempt  to  diversify  itc  industrial 
base  to  any  extent  it  would  probably  be  hampered  temporarily 
because  of  the  existing  characteristics  of  the  potential  avail- 
able workers.   This  is  general  in  its  application  because  there 
is  a  sufficient  number  of  persons  who  are  trainable  for  pro- 
duction jobse 

Out-Commuting  Patterns 

Map  II  illustrates  out-commuting  patterns  for  Albemarle 
and  Stanly  County,   A  much  higher  proportion  of  county  workers 
out-commute  to  their  jobs  than  do  Albemarle  workerso   Specifi- 
callys  16  per  cent  of  the  Stanly  County  workers  go  outside  the 
county  to  their  jobs  as  opposed  to  only  6  per  cent  for  Albe- 
narle.   Most  of  the  County  workers  commute  to  Cabarrus  and 
Mecklenburg  Countiesj,  but  most  of  the  Albemarle  workers  commute 
to  Mecklenburg  and  Montgomery  Countieso 

In  comparison  to  many  areas  throughout  the  State^  Albe- 
narle  does  not  have  a  relatively  high  percentage  of  out-commut- 
ing workerso   The  same  cannot  be  asserted  for  Stanly  County, 
however.   Nevertheless,  out-commuting  patterns  generally  are 
significant  for  two  reasonsc   First,  if  the  proportion  of  out- 
commuters  is  high,  it  may  very  well  be  that:  (1)  the  area  of 
these  workers'  residences  cannot  provide  jobs,  (2)  wages  are 
more  attractive  elsewhere,  or  (3)  a  combination  of  both  factors 
..Iso,  out-commuting  workers  are  important  to  consider  in  the 
attraction  of  new  industry^   It  may  be  assumed  that  industries 
locating  in  the  area  could  bargain  for  much  of  this  laboro 

Xn-Commuting  Patterns 

Table  28  indicates  number,  per  cent  and  county  of  resi- 
dence of  the  workers  coming  into  Stanly  County.   According  to 
available  data*,  approximately  653  workers  in-commute  to  Stanly 


^  Information  is  not  available  for  Forsyth  County,  Guilford 
County  and  "Elsewhere".   Therefore,  the  in-commuting  figure  is 
probably  higher  than  indicated. 


OUT -COMMUTING      PATTERNS     OF    WORKERS 

ALBEMARLE      AND     STANLY     COUNTY 
I960 

ARROWS     SHOW     PERCENT     OF     OUT-COMMUTING     WORKERS 
EMPLOYED     IN     OTHER    COUNTIES 


-^  ALBEMARLE 


♦    STANLY  C0UNT1 


OF  THE  TOTAL  WORKERS  IN  STANLY  COUNTY,  2,^97,  0"  ^^.l  PERCENT, 
COMMUTE  OUTSIDE  THE  COUNTY  TO  WORK.    OF  THE  TOTAL  OUT-COMMUTING 
WORKERS,  ABOUT  ^6     PERCENT  WORK  IN  CABARRUS  COUNTY  AND  2»  PERCENT 
WORK  IN  MECKLENBURG  COUNTY. 

OF  THE  TOTAL  WORKERS  IN  ALBEMARLE,  ONLY  ABOUT  655,  OR  6  PERCENT, 
WORK  OUTSIDE  OF  STANLY  COUNTY.    OF  THIS  TOTAL,  3^  PERCENT  WORK 
IN  MECKLENBURG  COUNTY  AND  21  PERCENT  WORK  IN  MONTGOMERY  COUNTY. 


MAP  -  2 


GouiiL-yo   About  38  per  cent  of  these  reside  in  Anson  County,   In 
addition,  a  fairly  significant  number  come  from  Mecklenburg, 
Cabarrus,  Rowan  and  Montgomery  Counties.   It  is  easily  noted 
that  there  are  many  more  workers  "going  out"  of  Stanly  County 
than  are  "coming  in"o 


TABLE  28 


NUMBER,  PERCENT,  AND  COUNTY  OF  RESIDENCE 
STANLY  COUNTY  IN-COMMUTING  WORKERS 


Number 


Per  Cent  of  Total 
In-Commuting  Workers 


Me  cklenbur g 

Cabarrus 

Rowan 

Davidson 

Montgomery 

Ans  on 

Uni  on 

Forsyth 

Guilford 

Richmond 

El sewhere 


66 
83 
71 
24 
88 

245 
64 

NA 

NA 
12 

NA 


10, 

,1 

12. 

,7 

10, 

,9 

3, 

.7 

13, 

.5 

37, 

,5 

9. 

.8 

1.8 


NA 


Not  Available 
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Trends  in  Occupational  Distributions 

Shown  in  Table  29  are  distributions  by  occupational  groups 
for  1950  and  1960  in  Albemarle  and  Stanly  County,   These  are 
also  broken  down  by  race. 

The  occupational  structure  of  the  Albemarle  labor  force 
has  shifted  somewhat  in  the  last  decade.   For  males,  there  is 
a  smaller  proportion  of  skilled  and  semi-skilled  workers. 
Other  occupational  groups  experienced  increases  in  relation 
to  the  total.   The  female  occupational  make-up  has  tended  to- 
ward a  proportionate  decrease  in  semi-skilled  workers  but  with 
a  larger  distribution  of  unskilled,  clerical  and  sales  and 
professional,  managerial  and  proprietary  groups. 

The  non-white  male  occupational  groups  have  had  increases 
in  professionals,  managers  and  proprietary  activities,  a 
decreasing  percentage  of  skilled  workers,  and  a  fairly  stable 
distribution  of  the  remaining  groups. 

The  County  occupational  fluctuations  have  been  in  opposi- 
tion to  that  of  Albemarle,  especially  for  males.   Every  occu- 
pational group  experienced  an  increase  in  proportion  to  the 
total  from  1950  to  1960,  except  farm  work  which  declined  from 
19,0  to  8.2  per  cent  in  the  last  decade.  For  females  in  Stanly 
County , semi-skil led  and  unskilled  workers  accounted  for  a 
smaller  portion  of  the  labor  force  in  1960  than  in  1950, 

Although  the  above  facts  do  not  lend  themselves  to  well- 
grounded  conclusions,  it  must  be  assumed  that  the  changes  in 
the  occupational  make-up  of  the  Albemarle  labor  force  will 
have  ramifications  upon  the  ability  of  the  City  to  attract 
new  industry  --  at  least  to  some  degree.   The  decrease  of 
male  skilled  and  semi-skilled  workers  in  Albemarle,  for  ex- 
ample, may  have  a  bearing  upon  the  decisions  of  industries 
asking  to  locate  in  this  area  but  seeking  that  particular  type 
of  labor.   Again,  this  is  a  broad  statement  and  many  other 
variables  come  into  the  overall  picture;  but  this  particular 
aspect  of  the  labor  force  should  be  continually  gauged  and 
related  to  the  total  economic  potential  of  the  Albemarle  area. 


TABLE  29 


OCCUPATIONAL  DISTRIBUTIONS  OF  THE  LABOR  FORCE, 
1950  AND  i960,  ALBEMARLE  AND  STANLY  COUNTY 


STANLY 

COUNTY 

ALBEMARLE 

1950 

i960 

1950 

i960 

PER 

PER 

PER 

PER 

NUMBER 

CENT 

NUMBER 

CENT 

NUMBER 

CENT 

NUMBER 

CENT 

TOTAL   EMPLOYED  MALES* 

10191 

1003^1 

3IIOI 

3O9I' 

PROF.,     MGRS.,PROP. 

71 

i6iii 

10.2 

1303 

13.0 

S26 
6kk 

15.5 

?3? 

17.6 

CLERICAL     AND     SALES 

7.7 

1022 

10.2 

12.8 

13.9 

SKILLED    WORKERS 

16.1 

I9I+I 

19.3 

18.9 

S10 

16.5 

SEMI-SKILLED    WORKERS 

36^5 

35.8 

^679 

36.7 

I3III 

i6^ 

38.6 

I'lOl 

35.6 

UNSKILLED    WORKERS 

11^43 

11.2 

-268 

12.6 

13.6 

^77 

15.^ 

ALL     FARM    WORK 

I9ii1 

19.0 

021 

8.2 

2? 

0.6 

30 

1.0 

TOTAL   EMPLOYED   FEMALES* 

i|220 

5597 

2117 

2011 

PROF.,     MGRS.,     PROP. 

390 

'^1 

569 

10,2 

189 

8.9 

235 
39!) 

11 .7 

CLERICAL     AND     SALES 

622 

1116 

19.9 

^l 

17.2 

19.6 

SKILLED    WORKERS 

18 

O.ii 

51 

0.9 

o.k 

21 

1.0 

SEMI-SKILLED    WORKERS 

2I+85 

58.9 
^5^ 

2890 

51.6 

122li 

57.8 

997 

ii9.6 

UNSKILLED    WORKERS 

61+8 

811 
1I45 

ii^.5 

332 

15.7 

36I1 

18.1 

ALL     FARM    WORK 

57 

^.k 

2.9 

1 

--- 

TOTAL   EMPLOYED   NONWHITE   MALES 

«  1026 

825 

327 

310 

PROF.,     MGRS.,     PROP. 

22 

2.1 

25 

3.5 

7 

2.1 

V 

5.5 

CLERICAL     AND     SALES 

10 

1.0 

8 

1.0 

6 

1.8 

k 

1-3 

SKILLED    WORKERS 

61 

6.0 

"52 

6.3 

32 

9.8 

2h 

■^•7 

SEMI-SKILLED    WORKERS 

§1 

37.1 

42.1 

277 

33-6 

97 

29.7 

V 

29.1+ 
5^.5 

1.6 

UNSKILLED    WORKERS 

I13O 

52.1 

182 

55.7 

169 

ALL     FARM    WORK 

120 

11.7 

29 

3-5 

3 

0.9 

5 

TOTAL   EMP.    NONWHITE   FEMALES* 

526 

596 

283 

292 

PROF.,     MGRS.,     PROP, 

18 

3.^ 

k8 

8.0 

7 

2.5 

20 

6.8 

CLERICAL     AND     SALES 

8 

'd 

0.7 

5 

1.7 

h 

1.1+ 
18.2 
73-6 

SKILLED    WORKERS 

2 

0.7 

i+3 
228 

SEMI-SKILLED    WORKERS 

72 

13-7 

91 

16.3 

3,5-2 

53 

UNSKILLED    WORKERS 

H19 

79.7 

'^l 

73.6 

80.6 

215 

ALL     FARM     WORK 

7 

1.3 

0.7 

vICLUDE     OCCUPATIONS     NOT     REPORTED 


-    56    - 


EMPLOYMENT  AND  UNEMPLOYMENT 

Employment  Patterns 

In  1950,  the  Census  showed  a  total  of  3,434  males  employed 
for  the  City  of  Albemarle.   In  1960,  this  figure  was  3,185  -- 
a  decrease  of  7,3  per  cent  in  the  last  decade.   Total  female 
employment  also  declined  by  2.1  per  cento   The  male  decrease 
can  be  attributed  to  the  reduced  number  of  skilled  and  semi- 
skilled workers.   No  doubt  many  of  these  were  the  victims  of 
automation  in  the  textile  industry.   The  reduction  of  the  total 
number  of  employed  females  was  caused  by  a  large  decrease  in 
semi-skilled  workers  --  again  most  likely  because  of  textile 
automation,  among  other  factorso 

Employment  for  non-white  males  decreased  by  only  1.8  per 
cent  or  only  six  workers.   On  the  other  hand,  non-white  female 
employment  increased  by  5,6  per  cent.   (See  Table  30). 

Stanly  County 

Total  employment  figures  from  1950  to  1960  for  Stanly 
County  look  somewhat  more  optimistic  than  Albemarle,   Male 
employment  increased  .99  per  cent  and  female  employment  in- 
creased by  a  much  higher  rate  of  34.5  per  cent.   The  large 
decline  of  males  employed  in  farm  work  caused  the  total  rate 
of  increase  to  be  low.   For  females,  howeverj  gains  in  most 
every  occupational  group  contributed  to  the  overall  high  rate 
of  increase  in  the  last  decade^ 

Non-white  employment  for  males  decreased  by  17,8  per  cent 
--  mostly  due  to  losses  among  skilled,  semi-skilled,  farm  and 
clerical  and  sales  workers.   Employment  for  non-white  females 
experienced  a  14,4  per  cent  increase  from  1950  to  1960. 

In  the  case  of  Stanly  County,  it  appears  that  the  economy 
is  providing  more  jobs  for  women  than  men.   This  is  not  a 
healthy  situation  since  stable,  long-term  growth  of  the  economy 
must  rest  on  the  ability  of  the  area  to  provide  jobs  for 


57 


TABLE   30 


EMPLOYMENT  GROWTH  OF   OCCUPATIONAL  GROUPS   BY  SEX   AND  RACE 
ALBEMARLE  AND  STANLY  COUNTY  -   I95O  to   I960 


STANLY     COUNTY 

■ 

ALBEMARLE 

NUMBER 

NUMBER 

PER    CENT 

NUMBER 

NUMBER 

PER    CENT 

IN     1950 

IN     i960 

CHANGE 

IN     1950 

IN     i960 

CHANGE 

TOTAL   EMPLOYED  MALES* 

10333 

10^136 

•  99 

3^3^ 

3185 

-7.3 

PROF.,     MORS.,     PROP. 

1037 

1303 

25.6 

526 
6Hk 

r,i 

3.6 

CLERICAL     AND     SALES 

1022 

30.3 

-20.8 

SKILLED    WORKERS 

10^41 

19^1 

18.3 

510 

SEMI-SKILLED    WORKERS 

36|[5 

3679 

.9 

!i6l 

1101 

-16.2 

UNSK 1 LLED    WORKERS 

ni43 

1268 

10.9 

^11 

M 

ALL     FARM     WORK 

19^1 

821 

-57.7 

22 

30 

TOTAL   EMPLOYED   FEMALES* 

I1307 

5791 

3^.5 

2136 

2091 

-2.1 

PROF.,     MGRS.,     PROP. 

390 

569 

^5.9 

163.3 
16.3 

189 

39? 

2^  3 

CLERICAL     AND     SALES 

622 

1116 

n 

8.5 

SKILLED    WORKERS 

18 

51 

21 

162.5 

SEMI-SKILLED    WORKERS 

2ii85 

2890 

122i| 

997 

-18.5 

UNSKILLED    WORKERS 

6^8 

811 

^5-1 

332 

36h 

9.6 

ALL     FARM     WORK 

57 

160 

180.7 

1 

TOTAL    EMPLOYED   NONWHITE   MALES* 

10il2 

857 

-17.8 

328 

322 

-1.8 

PROF. ,     MGRS. ,      PROP. 

22 

29 

31.8 

7 

17 

1^2.8 

CLERICAL     AND     SALES 

10 

8 

-20.0 

6 

k 

-33-3 

SKILLED    WORKERS 

6l 

52 

-1^.7 

32 

2k 

-25.0 

SEMI-SKILLED    WORKERS 

i% 

277 

-27.3 

97 

91 

-6.2 

UNSKILLED    WORKERS 

^430 

-0.5 
-75.8 

182 

169 

7-1 

ALL     FARM    WORK 

120 

29 

3 

5 

66.7 

TOTAL   EMPLOYED   NONWHITE   FEMALES* 

^k2 

620 

ih.k 

28^ 

^.or 

5.6 

PROF.,     MORS.,     PROP. 

18 

1+8 

166.7 

7 

20 

185.7 

CLERICAL     AND    SALES 

8 

k 

-50.0 

5 

k 

SKILLED    WORKERS 

2 

100.0 

— 

SEMI-SKILLED     WORKERS 

72 

97 

-I12.8 

^l 

53 

23-3 

UNSKILLED    WORKERS 

iii9 

kr^ 

228 

215 

-5-7 

ALL     FARM    WORK 

7 

■TOTALS     INCLUDE     OCCUPATIONS     NOT     REPORTED 


breadwiriner s  -  ■  not  their  wiveso 

Albemarle^  of  courses  had  declines  in  both  the  total 
number  of  employed  males  and  females  from  1950  to  1960.   But 
the  rate  of  decrease  for  males  was  higher,  indicating  a  more 
undesirable  situation  for  males  than  for  femaleso   In  both 
cases,  however,  the  employment  picture  does  not  look  particu- 
larly bright.   Something  is  needed  to  balance  the  declines  -- 
but  more  will  be  said  about  this  in  a  later  section. 

Unemployment 

Table  31  and  Graph  2  indicate  unemployment  trends  for 
Albemarle.   Probably  neither  table  nor  graph  reflects  the 
true  current  unerap  1  oyment  picture,  but  at  least  a  general 
idea  of  how  Albemarle  fares  in  this  respect  may  be  obtained. 

Table  31  was  derived  from  the  U.  S.  Census  and  shows 
unemployment  for  Albemarle  and  comparable  areas,  by  occupa- 
tional groups.   It  is  interesting  to  note  that  as  a  percent- 
age, Albemarle  has  a  higher  rate  of  unemployment  in  most 
occupational  groups  than  the  State,  Urban  Places  in  North 
Carolina  and  Stanly  County.   Some  of  the  occupations  where 
unemployment  was  most  acute  was  in  clerical^  craftsmen,  house- 
hold work  and  service  work.  Graph  2  shows  unemployment  ratios 
by  month  for  1962  and  1963.   This  information  was  compiled  by 
the  North  Carolina  Employment  Security  Commission  and  thus 
covers  only  those  establishments  employing  four  or  more  workers 
and  only  those  filing  for  unemployment  compensat iono   There- 
fore, the  actual  unemployment  rates  in  Albemarle  may  be  some- 
what higher. 

It  may  be  noted  from  the  graph  that  the  unemployment 
trends  for  both  1962  and  1963  have  been  erratic,  reflecting 
to  a  large  measure,  seasonal  unemployment.   Nevertheless, 
since  the  month  of  May  unemployment  ratios  were  significantly 
higher  in  1963  than  in  1962.   Whether  or  not  this  trend  will 
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^^^•-^  31  UNEMPLOYMENT  BY  OCCUPATIONAL  GROUPS 
ALBEMARLE  AND  SELECTED  AREAS  -  I960 


STATE     OF 

URBAN     PLACES 

NORTH 

IN     NORTH 

STANLY 

CITY     OF 

CAROLINA 

CAROLI NA 

COUNTY 

albemarl: 

PROFESS  1 ONAL 

EMPLOYED 

2311,1196 

1111,085 

1,872 

780 

UNEMPLOYED 

2,227 

1,196 

16 

4 

PER     CENT     UNEMPLOYED 

0.9 

0.8 

0.8 

.  R 

TOTAL 

236.723 

III2.28I 

1,888 

78? 

FARM     MANAGERS 

EMPLOYED 

12l+,lt07 

2,025 

697 

13 

0 

UNEMPLOYED 

1,089 

71 

0 

PER     CENT     UNEMPLOYED 

0.9 

0.3 

0 

0 

TOTAL 

I25.lf96 

2,096 

697 

13 

CLERICAL 

EMPLOYED 

255,1 1+0 

mil 

''t 

825 

UNEMPLOYED 

7,089 

42 

PER     CENT     UNEMPLOYED 

2.7 

2-7 

2.8 

5-1 

TOTAL 

262,229 

151,983 

2,200 

h 

CRAFTSMEN 

EMPLOYED 

585,929 

2i(6,6oo 

8,^61 
428 

2,650 

UNEMPLOYED 

31,922 

ll+,2ll1 

163 

PER     CENT     UNEMPLOYED 

5-2 

5.5 

I1.8 

6.2 

TOTAL 

617,851 

26o,8iii 

8,989 

2,813 

HOUSEHOLD    WORKERS 

EMPLOYED 

'If^ 

38,189 
2,764 

39it 

'11 

UNEMPLOYED 

24 

PER     CENT     UNEMPLOYED 

6.0 

6.7 

>l 

13-9 

TOTAL 

75,^99 

^^0,953 

41^ 

197 

SERVICE     WORKERS 

EMPLOYED 

1014,730 

60,5119 

822 

390 

UNEMPLOYED 

5,528 

3,277 

49 

7!? 

PER     CENT     UNEMPLOYED 

5.0 

5. 1 

5-6 

TOTAL 

110,258 

63,826 

871 

4i9 

FARM    LABORERS     AND     FOREMEN 

EMPLOYED 

73,805 

2,ll2l| 

284 

17 

UNEMPLOYED 

5,591 

91I4 

24 

4 

PER     CENT     UNEMPLOYED 

7.0 

27.  ll 

^•§ 

23.5 

TOTAL 

79,396 

3,339 

308 

21 

LABORERS 

EMPLOYED 

80,973 

33,^23 

4,01+1 

10.8 

863 

278 

UNEMPLOYED 

8,ili9 

46 

24 

8.6 

PER    CENT     UNEMPLOYED 

9.1 

.51 

TOTAL 

89,122 

37,^64 

909 

302 

MONTHLY     UNEMPLOYMENT     RATIOS 
STANLY    COUNTY 
1962-1963 
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continue  is  difficult  to  determine,  but  the  attraction  of 
stable  industries  to  the  Albemarle  area  would  undoubtedly 
lessen  much  unemployment. 

Employment  Projections 

Table  32  presents  employment  projections  by  industry 
for  Albemarle  and  Stanly  County  to  1970  and  1980,   These 
projections  are  based  on  past  trends  of  Albemarle  and  Stanly 
County  industries  relative  to  national  trends  in  these 
industries . 

If  past  trends  continue,  the  City  of  Albemarle  can 
expect  a  29  per  cent  decline  in  manufacturing  employment 
by  1980o   Losees  in  furniture,  lumber,  and  wood  products, 
and  especially  textiles,  account  for  the  total  manufacturing 
decrease.   The  same  is  true  for  Stanly  County. 

Total  employment  in  Albemarle  is  expected  to  increase 
by  16  per  cent  by  1980.   Significant  gains  in  professional 
services,  commerce,  and  transportation  are  enough  to  offset 
losses  in  manufacturing.   Also,  based  on  past  trends,  Albe- 
marle can  expect  about  690  new  jobs  by  1980  and  Stanly  County 
can  expect  about  3,195. 

Limitations  and  Use  of  Projections 

The  employment  projections,  as  was  stated,  are  based 
strictly  on  past  trends.   They  do  not  take  into  account  many 
variables  such  as  the  local  labor  force,  the  ability  and 
desire  to  attract  new  industry,  etc.   They  are  included  in 
this  report  not  as  a  prediction  but  to  let  the  people  of 
Albemarle  know  where  they  will  be  heading  in  the  future  if 
the  past  continues.   It  is  here  that  the  value  of  projections 
is  illuminated.   Certainly,  if  the  City  of  Albemarle  does 
not  like  what  it  sees  in  its  future  it  can,  with  determination 
and  labor,  change  its  future  courseo 


TABLE  32 


EMPLOYMENT  PROJECTIONS  -  1970  and  T 
ALBEMARLE  AND  STANLY  COUNTY 


ALBEMARLE 

STANLY 

■     COUNTY 

INDUSTRY 

i960 

1970 

1980 

"^  CHANGE 
1 960  -  80 

i960 

1970 
16061 

1980 
17191+ 

%    CHANGE 
1 960  -  80 

TOTAL   EMPLOYED 

5726 

5512 

6130 

16.2 

16227 

5.9 

AGRl.,     FORESTRY,     FISHERY 

5^ 

33 

20 

-63.0 

1080 

667 

1+12 

-61.9 

Ml  N  1  NG 
CONSTRUCTION 

228 

252 

^0^^ 

21.9 

39 
1103 

121^ 

131+5 

51.3 
21.9 

MANUFACTUR 1 NG 

2?59 

2O7I1 

1817 

-29.0 

7910 

1 

5599 

-29.2 

FURN.  , LUMBER, WOOD     PRODUCTS 

107 

86 

95 

% 

-20.6 

51+0 

'522 

-20.1+ 

PRIMARY     METALS 

91 

6.8 

577 

6.9 
132.1+ 

FAB.     METALSC  INCL.  NOT     SPEC.) 

12 

18 

27 

125,0 

3^+ 

y 

79 

MACHINERY     (eXCL.     ELECTRIc) 

32 

ho 

50 

56.3 

71 

go 

1I+ 

111 

56.3 

ELEC.  MA CH.,E QUI  P., SUPPLIES 

-- 

-- 

-- 

8 

2l+ 

200.0 

MOTOR     VEHICLES     AND     EQUIP. 

-- 

-- 

-- 

ii 

1+ 

1+ 

0.0 

TRANSPORTATION     EQUIPMENT 

9 

18 

36 

300.0 

1+9 

q8 

240 

197 

302.0 

OTHER     DURABLES 

36 

h6 

58 

61.1 

139 
3I+1 

305 

119.1+ 

FOOD    AND     KINDRED     PRODUCTS 

132 

162 

199 

50,8 

1+19 

3^8^ 

51.0 

TEXTILE     MILL     PRODUCTS 

2020 

1570 

1220 

-39.6 

5611 

1+360 

-39.6 

APPAREL     AND     OTHER     FAB.     TEX. 

71 

77 

81+ 

18.3 

289 

31I+ 

3I+1 

18.0 

PR!  NT.  ,PUB.  ,ALL  lED     PROD. 

1+0 

53 

70 

75.0 

75 

99 

131 

ll:l 

CHEMICAL     AND    ALLIED     PROD. 

k 

I 

75.0 

11 

26 

35 

OTHER     NON-DUR. ( 1 NCL. NOT     SPEC, 

.)        8 

8 

0.0 

25 

26 

8.3 

TRANSPORTATION 

^3h 

210 

2^3 

32.1 

520 

587 

681 

31.0 

RAILROAD    AND     RWY.      EXPRESS 

8 

5 

8? 

-62.^ 
71.^ 

5^ 

37 

25 

-51+.5 

TRUCKING     (SERV.     AND    WHSE.) 

^9 

178 

232 

'°l 

70.2 

OTHER     TRANSPORTATION 

iio 

k] 

1+2 

5.0 

90 

92 

1+.1+ 

COMMUN  ICATIONS 

21+ 

28 

32 

31-3 

70 

81 

93 

32.9 

UTILITIES     AND     SANITARY     SERV. 

63 

72 

82 

30.2 

127 

-,1+5 

166 

30.7 

COMMERCE 

1108 

1291 

I51I+ 

36,6 

28I+6 

3291 

3825 

31+.1+ 

WHOLESALE 

ISI 

170 

191 

26.5 

k6h 

522 

588 

26.7 

ALL     RETAIL 

833 

93^ 

25-7 

1898 

2128 

2385 

25.7 

FIN., INS. ,REAL     ESTATE 

1I40 

197 

277 

97.9 
51.1+ 

257 

3^^ 

507 

97.3 

BUS.     AND     REPAIR     SERV. 

7^ 

91 

112 

227 

280 

3I+5 

52.0 

PERSONAL   SERVICES 

378 

^25 

ii8i 

27.2 

859 

961 

1080 

25.7 

PRIVATE     HOUSEHOLDS 

206 

n 

296 

I13.7 

1+38 

^21+ 
1+37 

627 

1+53 

^3.2 
7.6 

OTHER     PER. SERV. , ENT. ,     REC. 

172 

185 

7.6 

1+21 

PROFESSIONAL 

693 

10^6 

1562 

125.1+ 

13I+1+ 

20I+5 

31 1+0 

133.6 

ALL     E  OUC A  T 1  ON 

230 
281 

11^ 

6in 

166.9 

687 

1122 

1832 

166.7 

HOSPITALS     AND    OTHER     PROF. 

652 

132.0 

3I+6 

527 

803 

132.1 
62.^ 

PUBLIC     ADMINISTRATION 

182 

232 

296 

62.6 

311 

396 

505 

OTHER     OR     NOT    GIVEN 

72 

82 

9I1 

30.6 

33^ 

382 

1+37 

30.8 

OTHER     INCL.     NEW     INDUSTRY 

223 

690 

1033 

3195 
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CONCLUSIONS  AND  RECOMMENDATIONS 

The  analysis  of  the  population  and  economy  will  enable  the 
citizens  and  officials  of  Albemarle  to  view  their  community 
objectively  and  will  facilitate  the  eventual  realization  of  the 
desired  goals  and  objectives,,   It  is,  however,  necessary  that  a 
determination  of  the  goals  desired  for  the  future  preceed  the 
planning  program  if  it  is  to  be  effectiveo   Along  this  line  there 
are  several  questions  that  must  be  answered  -- 

Does  Albemarle  wish  to  concentrate  its  efforts 
toward  a  large  increase  in  population,  or  should 
the  qualitative  standards  of  the  existing  popu- 
lation be  improved  first? 

Is  more  industry  desired  and  needed,  and  if  so, 
what  kind  and  how  much? 

The  answer  to  these  and  others  will  give  direction  to  Albemarle's 
future  growth  and  development. 

Some  of  the  major  problems  presently  facing  the  City  are  -- 

a  decrease  in  the  total  population  growth  rate 

large  out-migration  of  the  young  productive 

age  groups 

increased    proportions    of    older    non-productive 

people 

a  leveling  off  of  male  employment 

lack  of  diversification  in  the  industrial  base 

large  percentages  of  the  labor  force  employed 

in  industry  sensitive  to  cyclical  changes  in 

the  levels  of  national  income 

improvable  income,  educational  and  housing 

le ve 1 s 

loss  of  some  types  of  commerce  to  the  County. 

One  important  possibility  which  would  aid  in  the  improve- 
ment of  these  conditions  would  be  an  Industrial  Education  Center 
or  a  Community  College^   This  would  serve  to  upgrade  educational 


63 


and  income  levels  and  enhance  the  attraction  of  new  industries. 
Albemarle  should  attempt  to  attract  industry  which  would  serve 
to  broaden  the  industrial  base  and  would  be  relatively  insensi- 
tive to  cyclical  fluctuations  of  the  business  cycle,  have  a 
high  growth  potential,  and  would  be  capable  of  providing  male 
employment.   This  in  turn  would  serve  to  provide  more  lucrative 
economic  opportunity  for  the  productive  age  group  and,  hopefully 
would  reduce  the  large  out-migration  which  is  occurring  within 
this  gr  oup . 

These  are  but  a  few  of  the  methods  which  may  be  employed 
to  improve  the  City.   However,  let  it  be  stated  that  Albemarle 
has  taken  a  positive  step  in  the  right  direction.   The  fact  that 
a  contract  exists  between  the  City  and  the  Division  of  Community 
Planning,  Department  of  Conservation  and  Development,  for  numer- 
ous studies  including  -- 

Population  and  Economy  of  Albemarle 

Central  Business  District 

Future  Land  Use 

Re  creation 

Subdivision  Regulations 

Zoning  Ordinance 

indicates  a  desire  to  discover  what  the  city  is  now  and  a 
willingness  to  devise  the  best  possible  methods  to  accomplish 
that  which  is  wanted  in  the  future. 
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